
5 Health and Safety of Child Care Settings 

Child care health and safety standards and enforcement prac�ces are essen�al to protect the 
health and safety of children while out of their parents’ care. CCDF provides a minimum 
threshold for child care health and safety policies and prac�ces but leaves authority to Lead 
Agencies to design standards that appropriately protect children’s safety and promote nurturing 
environments that support their healthy growth and development. Lead Agencies should set 
standards for ra�os, group size limits, and provider qualifica�ons that help ensure that the child 
care environment is conducive to safety and learning and enable caregivers to promote all 
domains of children’s development.   

CCDF health and safety standards help set clear expecta�ons for CCDF providers, form the 
founda�on for health and safety training for child care workers, and establish the baseline for 
monitoring to ensure compliance with health and safety requirements. These health and safety 
requirements apply to all providers serving children receiving CCDF services – whether the 
providers are licensed or license-exempt, must be appropriate to the provider se�ng and age of 
the children served, must include specific topics and training on those topics, and are subject to 
monitoring and enforcement procedures by the Lead Agency. CCDF-required annual monitoring 
and enforcement ac�ons help ensure that CCDF providers are adop�ng and implemen�ng 
health and safety requirements.   

Through child care licensing, Lead Agencies set minimum requirements, including health and 
safety requirements, that child care providers must meet to legally operate in that State or 
Territory. In some cases, CCDF health and safety requirements may be integrated within the 
licensing system for licensed providers and may be separate for CCDF providers who are license-
exempt.  

This sec�on addresses CCDF health and safety requirements, Lead Agency licensing 
requirements and exemp�ons, and comprehensive background checks. 

When responding to ques�ons in this sec�on, OCC recognizes that each Lead Agency iden�fies 
and defines its own categories of care. OCC does not expect Lead Agencies to change their 
defini�ons to fit the CCDF-defined categories of care. For these ques�ons, provide responses 
that best match the CCDF categories of care. 

5.1 Licensing Requirements  

Each Lead Agency must ensure it has in effect licensing requirements applicable to all child care 
services provided within the State/Territory (not restricted to providers receiving CCDF funds).  

5.1.1 Providers subject to licensing 

For each category of care listed below, iden�fy the type of providers subject to licensing and 
describe the licensing requirements.  

a. Identify the center-based provider types subject to child care licensing: Child Care 
Center, Group Child Care in a Facility, Preschool, and School-Age Providers  

Are there other categories of licensed, regulated, or registered center providers 
the Lead Agency does not categorize as license-exempt? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 



☒ No.   

b. Identify the family child care providers subject to licensing: Family Child Care and 
Group Child Care in a Home Providers 

Are there other categories of regulated or registered family child care providers 
the Lead Agency does not categorize as license-exempt?  

☐ Yes. If yes, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No.   

c. Identify the in-home providers subject to licensing: N/A 

Are there other categories of regulated or registered in-home providers the 
Lead Agency does not categorize as license-exempt?  

☐ Yes. If yes, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No.   

5.1.2 CCDF-eligible providers exempt from licensing 

Iden�fy the categories of CCDF-eligible providers who are exempt from licensing requirements, 
the types of exemp�ons, and describe how these exemp�ons do not endanger the health, 
safety, and development of children. -Rela�ve providers, as defined in CCDF, are addressed in 
subsec�on 5.8. 

a. License-exempt center-based child care. Describe by answering the questions below. 

i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible center-based child care providers 
who are exempt from licensing requirements. N/A 

ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number 
of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable 
to the exemption. N/A 

iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not 
endanger the health, safety, and development of children. N/A 

b. License-exempt family child care. Describe by answering the questions below. 

i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible family child care providers who are 
exempt from licensing requirements. Self-Declaration Providers 

ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number 
of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable 
to the exemption. Self-Declared providers provide care in a private 
residence for up to five children through the age of eleven, of which no 
more than three may be under the age of twenty-four months.  



iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not 
endanger the health, safety, and development of children. Self-declared 
Providers: Care for 5 or fewer children, of which no more than 3 may be 
under that age of 24 months, in a home. These providers must meet some 
minimal standards, including a background check and are required to 
complete one hour on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to infants 
and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect. 
Providers are inspected prior to issuing certification and receive one 
monitoring visit per year. Self-declared providers are eligible to participate 
in the Child Care Assistance Program and the USDA Food program. 

c. In-home care (care in the child’s own home by a non-relative). Describe by answering 
the questions below. 

i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible in-home care (care in the child’s 
own home by a non- relative) providers who are exempt from licensing 
requirements. In-home Provider 

ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number 
of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable 
to the exemption. In-home providers may provide early childhood services 
in a private residence for up to five children through the age of eleven, of 
which no more than three may be under the age of twenty-four months. 

iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not 
endanger the health, safety, and development of children. An applicant for 
an in-home registration document shall be directly responsible for the care, 
supervision, and guidance of the child or children in the child or children's 
home and shall comply with all the standards set forth by the department. 
Shall complete one hour of department approved annual safe sleep and 
mandated reporter training. 

5.2 Ratios, Group Size, and Qualifications for CCDF Providers 

Lead Agencies must have child care standards for providers receiving CCDF funds, appropriate to 
the type of child care se�ng involved, that address appropriate staff:child ra�os, group size 
limits for specific age popula�ons, and the required qualifica�ons for providers. Lead Agencies 
should map their categories of care to the CCDF categories. Exemp�ons for rela�ve providers 
will be addressed in subsec�on 5.8. 

5.2.1 Age classifications 

Describe how the Lead Agency defines the following age classifica�ons (e.g., Infant: 0 – 18 
months). 

a. Infant. Describe: 0-17 months 

b. Toddler. Describe: 18-35 months 

c. Preschool. Describe: 3-5 years 

d. School-Age. Describe: at least 5 years but less than 12 years of age 



5.2.2 Ratio and group size limits  

Provide the ra�o and group size limits for se�ngs and age groups below. 

a. Licensed CCDF center-based care: 

i. Infant. 

Ra�o: 1 adult:4 children 

Group size: 10 children 

ii. Toddler. 

Ra�o: 1 adult:5 children 

Group size: 15 children   

iii. Preschool. 

Ra�o: Center & Group Licenses: 3 years old = 1 adult:7 children, 4 years 
old = 1 adult:10 children, 5 years old = 1 adult:12 children; Preschool 
License: 2 years old = 1 adult:6 children, 3 years old = 1 adult:11 
children, 4 years old = 1 adult:3 children, 5 years old = 1 adult:6 children 

Group size: Center and Group in a Facility Licenses: 3 years old = 20 
children, 4 years old = 25 children, 5 years old = 30 children; Preschool 
License: Groups of 10 children that include 2-year-olds, must have 1 
director/teacher and at least 1 staff member. Groups of 20 children that 
include 3-year-olds, must have 1 director/teacher and at least 1 staff 
member. Groups of 24 children that include 4–6-year-olds, must have 1 
director/teacher and at least 1 staff member. 
 

iv. School-Age. 

Ra�o: Center and Group = 1 adult: 20 children 

Group size: Center License = 40 children, Group License = 30 children 
School Age License = 30 children 

v. Mixed-Age Groups (if applicable). 

Ra�o: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Group size: Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. If different, provide the ratios and group size requirements for the license-exempt 
center-based providers who receive CCDF funds under the following age groups: 

i. ☒ Not applicable. There are no differences in ratios and group size 
requirements.  

ii. Infant: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iii. Toddler: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iv. Preschool: Click or tap here to enter text. 

v. School-Age: Click or tap here to enter text. 



vi. Mixed-Age Groups: Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. Licensed CCDF family child care home providers: 

i. Infant (if applicable) 

Ra�o: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the age of 
24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own children. 
-OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under the age 
of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow ratio 
and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).    

Group size: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the 
age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. -OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under 
the age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's 
own children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow 
ratio and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).  

ii. Toddler (if applicable) 

Ra�o: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Group size: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the 
age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. -OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under 
the age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's 
own children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow 
ratio and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).  

iii. Preschool (if applicable) 

Ra�o: Family and Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the age 
of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider’s own 
children. -OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under 
the age of 24 months plus 2 school age children, including provider’s 
own children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow 
ration and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).   

Group size: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the 
age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. -OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under 
the age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's 
own children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow 
ratio and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).  

iv. School-Age (if applicable) 

Ra�o: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the age of 
24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own children. 
-OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under the age 
of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow ratio and 



group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a). 
 

Group size: Family & Group License: Maximum of 4 children under the 
age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's own 
children. -OR- Maximum of 7 children of which no more than 3 are under 
the age of 24 months, plus 2 school age children, including provider's 
own children. If space and staffing allow, Group Licenses may follow 
ratio and group sizes as detailed in section 5.2.3(a).  

v. Mixed-Age Groups 

Ra�o: When there is a mixed-aged group, the number of children in each 
age category is multiplied by the corresponding ratio number, converted 
to decimal form, and carried to the nearest hundredth. To determine 
the number of staff members responsible for caring for or teaching 
children necessary at any given time, numbers of staff members for all 
age categories are added, and any fractional staff member count is then 
rounded to the next highest whole number whenever the fractional staff 
member count amounts to thirty-five hundredths or more. If lower 
than thirty-five hundredths, the fractional amount is dropped. No more 
than four children under the age of eighteen months per staff member 
are allowed in any mixed-aged group.  

Group size: When there are mixed-age groups in the same room, the 
operator shall ensure: the maximum group size is consistent with the: (a) 
Age of the majority of the children; or (b) Highest number of children in 
the youngest age group; When children age zero to eighteen months are 
in the mixed-age group, the maximum group size does not exceed ten 
children; The mixed-age group does not exceed the acceptable ratio and 
the maximum number of children per staff member; and If the mixed-
age group contains the maximum number of children per staff member, 
the mixed-age group may only contain additional older children.  

d. Are any of the responses above different for license-exempt family child care homes? 

☐  No.      

☒ Yes. If yes, describe how the ra�o and group size requirements for license-
exempt providers vary by age of children served. Self-declared providers may 
care for a maximum of 5 children, of which no more than 3 may be under 24 
months.  

☐  Not applicable. The Lead Agency does not have license-exempt family child 
care homes.       

e. Licensed in-home care (care in the child’s own home): 

i. Infant (if applicable) 

Ra�o: N/A 

Group size: N/A 

ii. Toddler (if applicable) 



Ra�o: N/A 

Group size: N/A 

iii. Preschool (if applicable) 

Ra�o: N/A 

Group size: N/A 

iv. School-Age (if applicable) 

Ra�o: N/A 

Group size: N/A 

v. Mixed-Age Groups (if applicable) 

Ra�o: N/A 

Group size: N/A 

f. Are any of the responses above different for license-exempt in-home care? 

☐ No.    

☒ Yes. If yes, describe how the ra�o and group size requirements for license-
exempt in-home care vary by age of children served.  In-home providers may 
care for a maximum of 5 children, of which no more than 3 may be under 24 
months.   

5.2.3 Teacher/caregiver qualifications for licensed, regulated, or registered care 

Provide the teacher/caregiver qualifica�ons for each category of care. 

a. Licensed center-based care 

i. Describe the teacher qualifications for licensed CCDF center-based care 
(e.g., degrees, credentials, etc.), including any variations based on the ages 
of children in care: Licensed center-based care CENTER/GROUP/SCHOOL 
AGE TEACHER/CAREGIVER: North Dakota law states that all staff must 
complete specific trainings, including pediatric CPR/AED/First Aid, a 
department-approved basic child care course within ninety days of 
employment, a safe sleep training course completed annually if working 
with infants, mandated reporter of child abuse and neglect completed 
annually in addition to annual training hours.  



ii. Describe the director qualification for licensed CCDF center-based care, 
including any variations based on the ages of children in care or the 
number of staff employed: Describe the director qualification for licensed 
CCDF center-based care, including any variations based on the ages of 
children in care or the number of staff employed:  CENTER LICENSE: Hold 
at least one of the following qualifications: OPTION ONE: A bachelor's 
degree in the field of early childhood education or child development; 
OPTION TWO: A bachelor's degree with at least six months of experience in 
a child care center or similar setting and one of the following: (1) Eight 
semester hours or twelve quarter hours of department-approved early 
childhood education or child development; (2) One hundred twenty hours 
of department-approved early childhood training; or (3) A director's 
credential approved by the department; OPTION THREE: An associate's 
degree in the field of early childhood education or child development with 
at least six months of experience in a child care center or similar setting; 
OPTION FOUR: An associate's degree with at least one year of experience in 
a child care center or similar setting and one of the following: (1) Eight 
semester hours or twelve quarter hours of department-approved early 
childhood education or child development; (2) One hundred twenty hours 
of department-approved early childhood training; or (3) A director's 
credential approved by the department; OPTION FIVE: A teaching certificate 
in elementary education with at least six months of experience in a child 
care center or similar setting; OPTION SIX: A current certification as a child 
development associate or successful completion of a department-approved 
diploma program with emphasis in early childhood or child care, with at 
least one year of experience in a child care center or similar setting; or 
OPTION SEVEN: Certification from a Montessori teacher training program 
with at least one year of experience in a Montessori school, child care 
center, or similar setting and at least one of the following: (1) Eight 
semester hours or twelve quarter hours of department-approved child 
development or early childhood education; (2) One hundred twenty hours 
of department-approved early childhood training; or (3) A director's 
credential approved by the department. SCHOOL AGE LICENSE: Hold at 
least one of the following qualifications: OPTION ONE: A bachelor's degree 
in the field of early childhood education, child development, or elementary 
education; OPTION TWO: A bachelor's degree with at least six months of 
experience in  a school-age child care program or similar setting and one of 
the following: (1) Eight semester hours or twelve quarter hours of 
department-approved early childhood education, child development, or 
elementary education; (2) One hundred twenty hours of department-
approved early childhood training; or (3) A director's credential approved 
by the department; OPTION THREE: An associate degree in the field of early 
childhood education or child development with at least six months of 
experience in a school-age child care program or similar setting; OPTION 
FOUR: An associate's degree with at least one year of experience in a 
school-age child care program and one of the following: (1) Eight semester 
hours or twelve quarter hours of department-approved early childhood 
education, child development, or elementary education; (2) One hundred 



twenty hours of department-approved early childhood training; or 7(3) A 
director's credential approved by the department; OPTION FIVE: A current 
certification as a child development associate or similar status with at least 
one year of experience in a school-age child care program or similar 
setting; OPTION SIX: Certification from a Montessori teacher training 
program with one year of experience in a Montessori school, school-age 
child care program, or similar setting, and at least one of the following: (1) 
Eight semester hours or twelve quarter hours of department-approved child 
development, early childhood education, or elementary education; (2) One 
hundred twenty hours of department- approved early childhood training; or 
(3) A director's credential approved by the department.  

b. Licensed family child care 

Describe the provider qualifica�ons for licensed family child care homes, including any 
varia�ons based on the ages of children in care: Family and Group: A provider shall: 1. 
Be at least eighteen years of age; 2. Certify completion of a department-approved basic 
child care course within ninety days of licensure; 3. Certify completion of a minimum of 
nine hours of department-approved training related to child care annually, including one 
hour on mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect. The same training 
courses may be counted toward licensing annual requirements only if at least three 
years has passed since the last completion date of that training course, with the 
exception of safe sleep and mandated reporter annual training; and 4. Certify 
completion of one hour of department-approved safe sleep training prior to provider 
providing care to infants and annually thereafter. 

c. Licensed, regulated, or registered in-home care (care in the child’s own home by a 
non-relative) 

Describe the provider qualifica�ons for licensed, regulated, or registered in-home care 
providers (care in the child’s own home) including any varia�ons based on the ages of 
children in care: N/A 

5.2.4 Teacher/caregiver qualifications for license-exempt providers 

Provide the teacher/provider qualifica�on requirements (for instance, age, high school diploma, 
specific training, etc.) for the license-exempt providers under the following categories of care: 

a. License-exempt center-based child care. N/A 

b. License-exempt home-based child care. Self-Declaration Providers shall complete a 
minimum of three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour 
on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to infants and one hour on mandated 
reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect. The same training courses may be 
counted toward self-declaration annual requirements only if at least three years has 
passed since the last completion date of that training course, with the exception of 
safe sleep and mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect annual training.  



c. License-exempt in-home care (care in the child’s own home). License-exempt in-home 
providers shall participate in specialized training related to child care if provided by or 
approved by the department and must complete one hour of department-approved 
training annually on safe sleep prior to having unsupervised access to infants and one 
hour on mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect annual training.    

5.3 Health and Safety Standards for CCDF Providers 

Lead Agencies must have health and safety standards for providers serving children receiving 
CCDF assistance rela�ng to the required health and safety topics as appropriate to the provider 
se�ng and age of the children served. This requirement is applicable to all child care programs 
receiving CCDF funds regardless of licensing status (i.e., licensed or license-exempt). The only 
excep�on to this requirement is for rela�ve providers, as defined by CCDF. Lead Agencies have 
the op�on of exemp�ng certain rela�ves from any or all CCDF health and safety requirements. 

Exemp�ons for rela�ve providers’ standards requirements will be addressed in ques�on 5.8.1. 

Describe the following health and safety standards for programs serving children receiving CCDF 
assistance on the following topics (note that monitoring and enforcement will be addressed in 
subsec�on 5.5): 

5.3.1 Prevention and control of infectious diseases (including immunizations) health and safety 
standard 

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the prevention and control of infectious diseases for the following CCDF-
eligible providers:  



i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool Ages 2- 6 years: Verification that the child has 
received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by 
the public health division of the department or have on file a document 
citing that the child is medically exempt or exempt from immunizations 
based on religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs; and the program shall 
have written plans to respond to illness and emergencies.  Programs must 
require a supervised temporary isolation area designated for a child who is 
too ill to remain in the program or who has an infectious or contagious 
disease, with the following procedures being followed when those signs of 
symptoms are observed: (a) parents are notified immediately and asked to 
pick up their child; and (b) first aid is provided, and medical care is sought 
as necessary. Establish and implement practices in accordance with 
guidance obtained through consultation with local or state department of 
health authorities implemented regarding the exclusion and return of 
children with infectious or communicable conditions. The program may 
obtain this guidance directly or through current published materials 
regarding exclusion and return to the program. The provider shall ensure 
that the program bathroom sinks, toilets, tables, chairs, and floors are 
cleaned daily. The provider shall also ensure pillows and mattresses have 
clean coverings; sheets and pillowcases are changed as often as necessary 
for cleanliness and hygiene, at least weekly; if beds, cots, mats, or cribs are 
used by different children, sheets and pillowcases are laundered before use 
by other children; cots, mats, and cribs are cleaned as often as necessary 
for cleanliness and hygiene, at least weekly, and after each use if used by 
different children; cots, mats, and cribs are single occupancy; each bed, cot, 
or mat has sufficient blankets available; aisles between beds, cots, mats, 
cribs, and portable cribs are a minimum space of two feet and are kept free 
of all obstructions while beds, cots, mats, cribs, and portable cribs are 
occupied; separate storage is provided for personal blankets or coverings; 
and mattresses and sheets are properly fitted. The provider shall ensure 
that the program’s building, grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, 
and maintained to protect the health and safety of children. The program 
shall ensure that all toys and equipment are kept clean and in sanitary 
condition. Books and other toys are not readily cleanable must be sanitized 
as much as possible without damaging the integrity or educational value of 
the item. Staff members and children shall wash their hands, according to 
recommendations by the federal centers for disease control and 
prevention, before preparing or serving meals, after diapering, after using 
toilet facilities, and after any other procedure that may involve contact 
with bodily fluids. Hand soap and sanitary hand-drying equipment, single-
use cloth towels or paper towels must be available at each sink.   



All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  
Family Child Care Ages 0 to 12 years old: Children shall have received all 
immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public 
health division of the department, unless the child is medically exempt or 
exempt from immunizations based on religious, philosophical, or moral 
beliefs. Group Child Care Ages 0 to 12 years: Verification that the child has 
received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by 
the public health division of the department, or have on file a document 
citing that the child is medically exempt or exempt from immunizations 
based on religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs; and the group child care 
must have written plans to respond to illness and emergencies, including 
burns, serious injury, and ingestion of poison. Staff members and children 
shall wash their hands, according to recommendations by the federal 
centers for disease control and prevention, before preparing or serving 
meals, after diapering, after using toilet facilities, and after any other 
procedure that may involve contact with bodily fluids. Hand soap and 
sanitary hand-drying equipment, single-use or individually designated cloth 
towels, or paper towels must be available at each sink. Pillows and 
mattresses have clean coverings. Sheets and pillowcases are changed as 
often as necessary for cleanliness and hygiene, at least weekly. If beds, 
cots, mats, or cribs are used by different children, sheets and pillowcases 
are laundered before use by other children. Cots, mats, and cribs are 
cleaned as often as necessary for cleanliness and hygiene, at least weekly, 
and after each use if used by different children. The provider shall ensure 
that parents of enrollees are advised of these plans. The group child care 
must have written plans to respond to illness and emergencies, including 
burns, serious injury, and ingestion of poison. The provider shall ensure that 
parents of enrollees are advised of these plans. Require a supervised 
temporary isolation area designated for a child who is too ill to remain in 
the group child care or who has an infectious or contagious disease, with 
the following procedures being followed when those signs or symptoms are 
observed: (a) parents are notified immediately and asked to pick up their 
child; and (b) first aid is provided, and medical care is sought, as necessary. 
Notify parents, legal custodians, or guardians of a child's exposure to a 
presumed or confirmed reportable infectious disease.   

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

☒ Not applicable.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall verify that the child has 
received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by 
the public health division of the department or have on file a document 
stating that the child is medically exempt or exempt from immunizations 
based on religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs. Notify parents, legal 
custodians, or guardians of a child's exposure to a presumed or confirmed 
reportable infectious disease.  



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to 12 years: Notify parents, legal custodians, or guardians of a child's 
exposure to a presumed or confirmed reportable infectious disease 

vi. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: School-Age Ages 5 to 12 
years: Shall verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate 
for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health division of the 
department or have on file a document stating that the child is medically 
exempt or exempt from immunizations based on religious, philosophical, 
or moral beliefs. Staff members and children shall wash their hands, 
according to recommendations by the federal centers for disease control 
and prevention, before preparing or serving meals, after using toilet 
facilities, and after any other procedure that may involve contact with 
bodily fluids. Hand soap and paper towels, sanitary hand-drying 
equipment, or single-use or individually designated cloth towels must be 
available at each sink. Require a supervised, temporary isolation area be 
designated for a child who is too ill to remain in the school-age child care 
program, or who has an infectious or contagious disease, with the 
following procedures being followed when those signs or symptoms are 
observed: (a) parents are notified immediately and asked to pick up their 
child; and (b) first aid is provided, and medical care sought, as necessary. 
Establish and implement practices in accordance with guidance obtained 
through consultation with local health unit authorities or authorities from 
the public health division of the department regarding the exclusion and 
return of children with infectious or communicable conditions. The 
operator may obtain this guidance directly or through current published 
material regarding exclusion and return to the school-age child care 
program. Notify parents, legal custodians, or guardians of a child's 
exposure to a presumed or confirmed reportable infectious disease.   

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address that children attending child care programs under CCDF are age-appropriately 
immunized, according to the latest recommendation for childhood immunizations of 
the respective State public health agency, for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center Ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool 2- 6 years: Verification that the child has 
received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by 
the public health division of the department or have on file a document 
stating that the child is medically exempt or exempt from immunizations 
based on religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group Ages 0 to 12 years: Children shall have received all 
immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public 
health division of the department, unless the child is medically exempt or 
exempt from immunizations based on religious, philosophical, or moral 
beliefs. 



iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard:  Self-Declaration 0 to 12 years old:  Shall verify that the child has 
received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by 
the public health division of the department or have on file a document 
stating that the child is medically exempt or exempt from immunizations 
based on religious, philosophical, or moral beliefs. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: Shall 
verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the 
child's age, as prescribed by the public health division of the department or 
have on file a document stating that the child is medically exempt or 
exempt from immunizations based on religious, philosophical, or moral 
beliefs. 

5.3.2 Prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and the use of safe-sleep practices health and 
safety standard  

Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider se�ng and age of children, that address the 
prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and use of safe sleeping prac�ces for the following 
CCDF-eligible providers:  



i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Ages 0-12  years: 
Certify annual completion of a minimum of thirteen hours of department-
approved training related to child care, including one hour on safe sleep prior to 
the director providing care to infants. The supervisor shall certify completion of 
one hour of department-approved safe sleep training before providing care to 
infants. Completion of one hour of department-approved safe sleep prior to the 
staff member providing care to infants. Sleeping: (1) The operator shall ensure 
that infants are placed on their back initially when sleeping to lower the risk of 
sudden infant death syndrome, unless the infant's parent has provided a note 
from the infant's medical provider specifying otherwise. The infant's face must 
remain uncovered when sleeping. (2) The operator shall ensure that infants sleep 
in a crib with a firm mattress or in a portable crib with the manufacturer's pad 
that meets consumer product safety commission standards. (3) The operator 
shall ensure that if an infant falls asleep while not in a crib, the infant must be 
moved immediately to a crib or portable crib, unless the infant's parent has 
provided a note from the infant's medical provider specifying otherwise. (4) 
Water beds, adult beds, sofas, pillows, soft mattresses, and other soft surfaces 
are prohibited as infant sleeping surfaces. (5) The operator shall ensure that all 
items are removed from and that no toys or objects are hung over or attached to 
the crib or portable crib when an infant is sleeping or preparing to sleep. With 
written parental permission, the provider may place one individual infant 
blanket or sleep sack, a pacifier, and a security item that does not pose a risk of 
suffocation to the infant in the crib or portable crib while the infant is sleeping or 
preparing to sleep. (6) The operator shall ensure that a staff member responsible 
for caring for or teaching children checks on sleeping infants regularly and that a 
monitor is in the room with the infants unless a staff member is in the room with 
the infants while the infants are sleeping.  



ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group Ages 0 to 12 years: A Provider shall certify completion of 
one hour of department-approved safe sleep training prior to provider 
providing care to infants and annually thereafter. Sleeping: (1) The provider 
shall ensure that infants are placed on their back initially when sleeping to 
lower the risk of sudden infant death syndrome, unless the infant's parent 
has provided a note from the infant's medical provider specifying 
otherwise. The infant's face must remain uncovered when sleeping. (2) The 
provider shall ensure that infants sleep in a crib with a firm mattress or in a 
portable crib with the manufacturer's pad that meets consumer product 
safety commission standards. (3) The provider shall ensure that if an infant 
falls asleep while not in a crib or portable crib, the infant must be moved 
immediately to a crib or portable crib, unless the infant's parent has 
provided a note from the infant's medical provider specifying otherwise. (4) 
Water beds, adult beds, sofas, pillows, soft mattresses, and other soft 
surfaces are prohibited as infant sleeping surfaces. (5) The provider shall 
ensure that all items are removed from and that no toys or objects are 
hung over or attached to the crib or portable crib when an infant is sleeping 
or preparing to sleep. With written parental permission, the provider may 
place one individual infant blanket or sleep sack, a pacifier, and a security 
item that does not pose a risk of suffocation to the infant in the crib or 
portable crib while the infant is sleeping or preparing to sleep. (6) A staff 
member shall check on sleeping infants regularly and have a monitor in the 
room with the sleeping infant unless a staff member is in the room with the 
infants while the infants are sleeping.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: The Provider 
shall:  

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A  



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete a minimum of 
three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour 
on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to infants. Shall ensure that 
the emergency designee completes required department approved training 
annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to emergency designee 
providing care to infants. Sleeping: (a) The provider shall ensure that 
infants are placed on their back initially when sleeping to lower the risk of 
sudden infant death syndrome, unless the infant's parent has provided a 
note from the infant's medical provider specifying otherwise. The infant's 
face must remain uncovered when sleeping. (b) The provider shall ensure 
that infants sleep in a crib with a firm mattress or in a portable crib with 
the manufacturer's pad that meets consumer product safety commission 
standards. (c) The provider shall ensure that if an infant falls asleep while 
not in a crib or portable crib, the infant must be moved immediately to a 
crib or portable crib, unless the infant's parent has provided a note from 
the infant's medical provider specifying otherwise. (d) Water beds, adult 
beds, sofas, pillows, soft mattresses, and other soft surfaces are prohibited 
as infant sleeping surfaces. (e) The provider shall ensure that all items are 
removed from and that no toys or objects are hung over or attached to the 
crib or portable crib when an infant is sleeping or preparing to sleep. With 
written parental permission, the provider may place one individual infant 
blanket or sleep sack, a pacifier, and a security item that does not pose a 
risk of suffocation to the infant in the crib or portable crib while the infant 
is sleeping or preparing to sleep. (f) The provider shall ensure that 
mattresses and sheets are properly fitted. The provider shall ensure that 
sheets and mattress pads are changed whenever they become soiled or 
wet, when cribs are used by different infants, or at least weekly. (g) The 
provider shall check on sleeping infants regularly and have a monitor in the 
room with sleeping infants unless the provider or an emergency designee is 
in the room with the infants while the infants are sleeping.  

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to 12 years: Shall complete one hour of department-approved training 
annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having unsupervised 
access to infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child 
abuse or neglect. Shall provide proper care, supervision, and protection for 
children in the applicant's care. Supervision means the provider being 
within sight or hearing range of an infant, toddler, or preschooler at all 
times so the provider is capable of intervening to protect the health and 
safety of the child. For the school-age child, it means a provider being 
available for assistance and care so that the child's health and safety are 
protected.  

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: N/A 

5.3.3 Administration of medication, consistent with standards for parental consent health and safety 
standard  



a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the administration of medication for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center Ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2 to 6 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a 
medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written 
instructions as to dosage and storage, and labeled with the child's name 
and date; (b) Medication must be stored in an area inaccessible to children, 
and medication stored in a refrigerator must be stored collectively in a 
spillproof container; (c) The operator shall keep a written record of the 
administration of medication, including over-the-counter medication, for 
each child. Records must include the date and time of each administration, 
the dosage, the name of the staff member administering the medication, 
and the name of the child; and (d) The operator shall include completed 
medication records in the child's record. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a 
medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written 
instructions as to dosage and storage and labeled with the child's name 
and date; (b) The provider shall store medications in an area inaccessible to 
children; (c) Medications stored in a refrigerator must be stored collectively 
in a spillproof container; and (d) The provider shall keep a written record of 
the administration of medication, including over-the-counter medication, 
for each child. Records must include the date and time of each 
administration, the dosage, the name of the staff member administering 
the medication, and the name of the child. Completed medication records 
must be included in the child's record. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: (a) Medication prescribed by 
a medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written 
instructions as to dosage and storage and labeled with the child's name 
and date; (b) The provider shall store medications in an area inaccessible to 
children; (c) Medications stored in a refrigerator must be stored collectively 
in a spillproof container; and (d) The provider shall keep a written record of 
the administration of medication, including over-the-counter medication, 
for each child. Records must include the date and time of each 
administration, the dosage, the name of the staff member administering 
the medication, and the name of the child. Completed medication records 
must be included in the child's record. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: (a) 
Medication prescribed by a medical provider must be accompanied by the 
medical provider's written instructions as to its dosage and storage and 
labeled with the child's name and date; and (b) The program shall keep a 
written record of the administration of medication, including over-the-
counter medication, for each child. Records must include the date and time 
of each administration, the dosage, the name of the staff member 
administering the medication, and the name of the child. The program shall 
include completed medication records in the child's record.   

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address obtaining permission from parents to administer medications to children for 
the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Require written permission to 
dispense medication and proper instructions for the administration of 
medication obtained from the parent of a child in the child care center who 
requires medication.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: If children in care require medication, 
the provider shall secure written permission and follow proper instructions 
as to the administration of medication.   

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall secure written 
permission and follow proper instructions as to the administration of 
medication. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: Require 
written permission to dispense medication and require proper instructions 
for the administration of medication be obtained from the parent of a child 
in the school-age child care program who requires medication. 

5.3.4 Prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions health and safety 
standard 

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the prevention of emergencies due to food and allergic reactions for the 
following CCDF-eligible providers:  



i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: A provider shall make 
appropriate accommodations, as required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of children with special needs. The 
provider shall receive documentation of the child's special needs from the 
parent upon the child's enrollment. When a child with special needs is 
admitted, the director or supervisor shall consult with the child's parents, 
and, with the parent's permission, the child's source of professional health 
care, or, when appropriate, other health and professional consultants to 
gain an understanding of the child's individual needs. The operator shall 
receive a written health care plan from the child's medical provider or 
parent with information related to the child's special needs, such as a 
description, definition of the diagnosis, and general information for 
emergency and required care such as usual medications and procedures. A 
current health assessment or a health assessment statement completed by 
the parent, obtained at the time of initial enrollment of the child which 
must indicate any special precautions for diet, medication, or activity. This 
assessment must be completed annually. The operator shall ensure staff 
members responsible for caring for or teaching children receive proper 
instructions as to the nature of the child's special needs and potential for 
growth and development.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: A provider shall make appropriate 
accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to 
meet the needs of children with special needs. The provider shall receive 
documentation of the child's special needs by the parent upon the child's 
enrollment. When children with special needs are being cared for, the 
provider shall consult with the child's parents, and with the parent's 
permission, the child's source of professional health care or, when 
appropriate, other health and professional consultants to gain an 
understanding of the child's individual needs. The provider shall receive a 
written health care plan from the child's medical provider or parent with 
information related to the child's special needs, such as a description of the 
special needs, definition of the diagnosis, and general information for 
emergency and required care such as usual medications and procedures. 
The provider shall ensure staff members responsible for caring for or 
teaching children receive proper instructions as to the nature of the child's 
special needs and potential for growth and development. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: A provider shall make 
appropriate provisions, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
to meet the needs of children with special needs. The provider shall receive 
documentation of the child's special needs by the parent upon the child's 
enrollment. When a child with special needs is admitted, the provider shall 
consult with the child's parents, and with the parent's permission, the 
child's source of professional health care or, when appropriate, other 
health and professional consultants, to gain an understanding of the child's 
individual needs. The provider shall receive a written health care plan from 
the child's medical provider or parent with information related to the 
child's special needs, such as a description, definition of the diagnosis, and 
general information for emergency and required care such as usual 
medications and procedures. The provider shall ensure that emergency 
designees responsible for caring for or teaching children receive proper 
instructions as to the nature of the child's disability and potential for 
growth and development. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: In-
home provider ages 0 to 12 years: shall make appropriate 
accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to 
meet the needs of children with special needs. The in-home provider must 
receive documentation of the child's special needs by the parent upon the 
child's enrollment. When a child with special needs is being cared for, the 
in-home provider shall consult with the child's parents, and, with the 
parent's permission, the child's source of professional health care, or, when 
appropriate, other health and professional consultants to gain an 
understanding of the child's individual needs. The in-home provider shall 
receive a written health care plan from the child's medical provider or 
parent with information related to the child's special needs, such as a 
description, definition of the diagnosis, and general information for 
emergency and required care such as usual medications and procedures. 
In-home providers shall receive proper instructions as to the nature of the 
child's special needs and potential for growth and development. 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall consider information provided by the children's parents as to 
the children's eating habits, food preferences, or special needs in creating 
the feeding schedules and in tailoring menus. An operator shall make 
appropriate accommodations, as required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of a child with special needs. The 
operator shall receive documentation of the child's special needs from the 
parent upon the child's enrollment. When a child with special needs is 
admitted, the director or supervisor shall consult with the child's parents, 
and with the parent's permission, the child's source of professional health 
care, or, when appropriate, other health and professional consultants to 
gain an understanding of the child's individual needs. The operator shall 
receive a written health care plan from the child's medical provider or 
parent with information related to the child's special needs, such as a 
description of the special needs, definition of the diagnosis, and general 
information for emergency and required care such as usual medication and 
procedures. The operator shall ensure staff members responsible for caring 
for or teaching children receive proper instructions as to the nature of the 
child's special needs and potential for growth and development. 

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions for the 
following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Establish emergency response 
procedures; Identify a source of emergency health services readily available 
to the child care center, including: (a) A prearranged plan for emergency 
medical care in which parents of enrollees are advised of the arrangement; 
and (b) Provisions for emergency transportation, specifically that when a 
child is to be brought to another place for emergency care, an adult staff 
member responsible for caring for or teaching children shall remain with 
the child until medical personnel assume responsibility for the child's care 
and until the parent is notified. Require information be provided to parents, 
as needed, concerning child health and social services available in the 
community; and require that the child care center inform parents in writing 
of any first aid administered to their child within twenty-four hours of the 
incident, immediately notify parents of any injury which requires 
emergency care beyond first aid, and require each injury report to be made 
a part of the child's record. 



ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall have a statement on file, 
signed by the child's parents, authorizing emergency medical care for each 
child. The provider shall have plans to response to illness and emergencies, 
including evacuation in case of fire, serious injury, and ingestion of poison.  
Group Ages 0-12 years: The group child care must have written plans to 
respond to illness and emergencies, including burns, serious injury, and 
ingestion of poison. The provider shall ensure that parents of enrollees are 
advised of these plans. Plans must: Establish emergency response 
procedures; Provide accessible posting of emergency response procedures 
and require training for all staff members concerning those emergency 
procedures; Provide a working telephone line immediately accessible to 
staff members with a list of emergency telephone numbers conspicuously 
posted; Require a plan for responding to minor illnesses and minor 
accidents when children are in the care of the group child care; Parents are 
notified immediately and asked to pick up their child; First aid is provided, 
and medical care is sought, as necessary; Identify a source of emergency 
health services available to the group child care, including: (a) A 
prearranged plan for emergency medical care in which the parent of each 
enrolled child is advised of the arrangement; and (b) Provisions for 
emergency transportation, specifically that when a child is to be brought to 
another place for emergency care, an adult staff member responsible for 
caring for or teaching children shall remain with the child until medical 
personnel assume responsibility for the child's care and until the parent or 
emergency contact is notified.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall report to the 
department within twenty-four hours: (a) A death or serious accident or 
illness requiring hospitalization of a child while in the care of the self-
declaration provider or attributable to care received by the self-declaration 
provider; and (b) An injury to any child which occurs while the child is in the 
care of the self-declaration provider, and which requires medical 
treatment. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: Parents 
are notified immediately and asked to pick up their child; First aid is 
provided, and medical care sought, as necessary; Notify parents, legal 
custodians, or guardians of a child's exposure to a presumed or confirmed 
reportable infectious disease; Identify a source of emergency health 
services readily available to the school-age child care program, including: 
(a) A prearranged plan for emergency medical care in which parents of 
enrolled children are advised of the arrangement; and (b) Provisions for 
emergency transportation, specifically when a child is to be brought to 
another place for emergency care, an adult staff member responsible for 
caring for or teaching children shall remain with the child until medical 
personnel assume responsibility for the child's care and until the parent is 
notified; and Require information be provided to parents, as needed, 
concerning child health and social services available in the community.  

5.3.5 Building and physical premises safety, including the identification of and protection from 
hazards, bodies of water, and vehicular traffic health and safety standard 

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the identification of and protection from building and physical premises 
hazards for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2- 6 years: The child care shall ensure that 
the child care building, grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, and 
maintained to protect the health and safety of children. Routine 
maintenance and cleaning procedures must be established to protect the 
health of the children and the staff members. The child care shall ensure 
that the child care ground areas are free from accumulations of refuse, 
standing water, unprotected wells, debris, flammable material, and other 
health and safety hazards.   

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family ages 0 to 12 years: The family child care must be clean and 
maintained to protect the health and safety of children. The family child 
care and outdoor play area must be free of clutter, accumulation of refuse, 
standing water, unprotected wells, debris, and other health and safety 
hazards. Garbage must be regularly removed. Group ages 0 to 12 years: 
The provider shall ensure that the group child care building, grounds, and 
equipment are located, cleaned, and maintained to protect the health and 
safety of children. Routine maintenance and cleaning procedures must be 
established to protect the health of the children and the staff members. 
The provider shall ensure that the group child care ground areas are free 
from accumulations of refuse, standing water, unprotected wells, debris, 
flammable material, and other health and safety hazards.   

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  



iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure 
that the residence, grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, and 
maintained to protect the health and safety of children. The provider shall 
establish routine cleaning procedures to protect the health of the children. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard:  Ages 
0 to 12 years: Shall provide for a safe and sanitary environment while 
children are in care. 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall ensure that the school-age child care program's building, 
grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, and maintained to protect 
the health and safety of children. The operator shall establish routine 
maintenance and cleaning procedures to protect the health of the children 
and the staff members. The operator shall ensure that the school-age child 
care program ground areas are free from accumulations of refuse, standing 
water, unprotected wells, debris, flammable material, and other health and 
safety hazards. 

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the identification of and protection from bodies of water for the following 
CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: An operator shall have policies 
that ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating in 
aquatic activities, including types of aquatic activities the preschool may  
participate in, staff-to-child ratios appropriate to the ages and swimming 
ability of children participating in aquatic activities, and additional safety 
precautions to be taken. The operator may not permit any child to 
participate in an aquatic activity without written parental permission, 
which includes parent disclosure of the child's swimming ability.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The child care shall have policies that 
ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating in 
aquatic activities, including types of aquatic activities the child care may 
participate in, staff-to-child ratios appropriate to the ages and swimming 
ability of children participating in aquatic activities, and additional safety 
precautions to be taken. The provider may not permit any child to 
participate in an aquatic activity without written parental permission, 
which includes parent disclosure of the child's swimming ability.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall have 
policies that ensure the health and safety of children in care while 
participating in aquatic activities, including types of aquatic activities the 
self- declaration program may participate in, staff-to-child ratios 
appropriate to the ages and swimming ability of the children participating 
in aquatic activities, and additional safety precautions to be taken. The 
provider may not permit any child to participate in an aquatic activity 
without written parental permission, which includes parent disclosure of 
the child's swimming ability 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A  

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall have policies which ensure the health and safety of children 
in care while participating in aquatic activities, including types of aquatic 
activities the program may participate in, staff-to-child ratios appropriate 
to the ages and swimming ability of children participating in aquatic 
activities, and additional safety precautions to be taken. The operator may 
not permit any child to participate in an aquatic activity without written 
parental permission, which includes parent disclosure of the child's 
swimming ability. 

c. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the identification of and protection from vehicular traffic hazards for the 
following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The program shall ensure that 
exterior play areas in close proximity to busy streets and other unsafe areas 
are contained or fenced or have natural barriers to restrict children from 
those unsafe areas. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that 
exterior play areas in close proximity to busy streets and other unsafe areas 
are contained or fenced or have natural barriers to restrict children from 
those unsafe areas.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: Shall provide proper care and 
protection for children in the provider's care. 



vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to 12 years: Shall provide for a safe and sanitary environment while 
children are in care. 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5-12 years: The 
operator shall ensure that exterior play areas in close proximity to busy 
streets and other unsafe areas are contained or fenced or have natural 
barriers to restrict children from those unsafe areas. Outdoor play areas 
must be inspected daily for hazards and necessary maintenance. 

5.3.6 Prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma, and maltreatment health and 
safety standard  

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the prevention of shaken baby syndrome and abusive head trauma and 
indicate the age of children it applies to for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years: Discipline-Punishment Prohibited: A staff member or any other 
adult in or at the child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch,  bite, 
roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat any 
infant or child in their care. The operator shall ensure that infants are not 
shaken or jostled. Preschool 2-6 years old: A staff member, or household 
member, or any other adult in or at the preschool may not kick, punch, 
spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or 
physically maltreat a child.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  
Family ages 0 to 12 years: A staff member, household member, or any 
other adult in the family child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, 
pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically 
maltreat a child. The provider shall ensure that infants are not shaken or 
jostled. Group Ages 0 to 12 years old: A staff member, household member, 
or any other adult in or at the group child care may not kick, punch, spank, 
shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or 
physically maltreat a child. The provider shall ensure that infants are not 
shaken or jostled. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: A child may not be kicked, 
punched, spanked, shaken, pinched, bitten, roughly handled, struck, 
mechanically restrained, or physically maltreated by the provider, 
emergency designee, household member, or any other adult in the 
residence. The provider shall ensure that infants are not shaken or jostled. 



vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to 12 years: An in-home provider may not kick, punch, spank, shake, 
pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically 
maltreat a child. 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:   Ages 5 to 12 years: A staff 
member, household member, or any other adult at the school-age child 
care program may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly 
handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child. 

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the prevention of child maltreatment and indicate the age of children it 
applies to for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  



i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 
to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or any 
disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury, or neglect, or 
abuse, to any child is grounds for license denial or revocation: The child 
care center must have a written policy regarding the discipline of children. 
The operator shall provide the policy to, and discuss the policy with, the 
staff members responsible for caring for or teaching children before the 
child care center begins operation or before staff members begin working 
with children. Discipline must be constructive or educational in nature and 
may include diversion, separation from the problem situation, talking with 
the child about the situation, praising appropriate behavior, or gentle 
physical restraint, such as holding. A child may not be subjected to physical 
harm, fear, or humiliation.  Authority to discipline may not be delegated to 
children nor may discipline be administered by children. Separation, when 
used as discipline, must be appropriate to the child's development and 
circumstances. The child must be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated room 
within sight or hearing range of an adult staff member responsible for 
caring for or teaching children. A staff member may not isolate a child in a 
locked room or closet. A child may not be punished for lapses in toilet 
training. A staff member may not use verbal abuse or make derogatory 
remarks about a child, or a child's family, race, or religion when addressing 
the child or in the presence of a child. A staff member may not use profane, 
threatening, unduly loud, or abusive language in the presence of a child. A 
staff member may not force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat, unless 
medically prescribed and administered under a medical provider's care. A 
staff member may not use deprivation of meals or snacks as a form of 
discipline or punishment. A staff member or any other adult in or at the 
child care center may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly 
handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child. A staff 
member may not force a child to ingest substances that would cause pain 
or discomfort, for example, placing soap in a child's mouth to deter the 
child from biting other children. A staff member may not withhold active 
play from a child as a form of discipline or punishment, beyond a brief 
period of separation. Preschool Ages 2 -6 years: Disregard of any of the 
following disciplinary rules or any disciplinary measure resulting in physical 
or emotional injury, neglect, or abuse to any child is grounds for license 
denial or revocation: 1. The preschool must have a written policy regarding 
the discipline of children. The operator shall provide the policy to, and 
discuss the policy with, staff members responsible for caring for or teaching 
children before the preschool begins operation or before staff members 
begin working with children. 2. Discipline must be constructive or 
educational in nature and may include diversion, separation from the 
problem situation, talking with the child about the situation, praising 
appropriate behavior, or gentle physical restraint, such as holding. A child 
may not be subjected to physical harm, fear, or humiliation. 3. Authority to 
discipline may not be delegated to children nor may discipline be 
administered by children. 4. Separation, when used as discipline, must be 
appropriate to the child's development and circumstances. The child must 



be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated room within sight or hearing range of a 
staff member responsible for caring for or teaching children. A staff 
member may not isolate a child in a locked room or closet. 5. A child may 
not be punished for lapses in toilet training. 6. A staff member may not use 
verbal abuse or make derogatory remarks about a child, or a child's family, 
race, or religion when addressing the child or in the presence of other 
children. 7. A staff member may not use profane, threatening, unduly loud, 
or abusive language in the presence of a child. 8. A staff member may not 
force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat unless medically prescribed and 
administered under a medical provider's care. 9. A staff member may not 
use deprivation of meals or snacks as a form of discipline or punishment. 18 
10. A staff member, or household member, or any other adult in or at the 
preschool may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, 
strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child. 11. A staff 
member may not force a child to ingest substances that would cause pain 
or discomfort, for example, placing soap in the mouth of a child to deter 
the child from biting other children. 12. A staff member may not withhold 
active play as a form of discipline or punishment, beyond a brief period of 
separation.  



ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family Ages 0 to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary 
rules or any disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury, 
or neglect or abuse, to any child is grounds for denial or revocation of a 
provider's license. 1. Discipline must be constructive or educational in 
nature and may include diversion, separation from the problem situation, 
talking with the child about the situation, praising appropriate behavior, or 
gentle physical restraint, such as holding. A child may not be subjected to 
physical harm, fear, or humiliation. 2. Authority to discipline may not be 
delegated to or be administered by children. 3. Separation, when used as 
discipline, must be appropriate to the child's development and 
circumstances. The child must be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated room 
within sight or hearing range of a staff member responsible for caring for 
or teaching children. A child may not be isolated in a locked room or closet. 
4. A child may not be punished for lapses in toilet training. 5. A staff 
member may not use verbal abuse or make derogatory remarks about the 
child, the child's family, race, or religion when addressing a child or when in 
the presence of a child. A staff member may not use profane, threatening, 
unduly loud, or abusive language in the presence of a child. 6. A staff 
member may not force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat, unless 
medically prescribed and administered under a medical provider's care. 7. A 
staff member may not use deprivation of snacks or meals as a form of 
discipline or punishment. 8. A staff member, household member, or any 
other adult in the family child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, 
pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically 
maltreat a child. 9. A staff member may not force a child to ingest 
substances that would cause pain or discomfort, for example, placing soap 
in the mouth of a child to deter the child from biting other children. 10. A 
staff member may not withhold active play from a child as a form of 
discipline or punishment, beyond a brief period of separation. Group  Ages 
0 to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or any 
disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury, neglect, or 
abuse to any child is grounds for denial or revocation. 1. The group child 
care must have a written policy regarding the discipline of children. The 
provider shall provide the policy to, and discuss the policy with, staff 
members before the group child care begins operation or before staff 
members begin working with children. 2. Discipline must be constructive or 
educational in nature and may include diversion, separation from the 
problem situation, talking with the child about the situation, praising 
appropriate behavior, or gentle physical restraint, such as holding. A child 
may not be subjected to physical harm, fear, or humiliation. 3. Authority to 
discipline may not be delegated to children nor may discipline be 
administered by children. 4. Separation, when used as discipline, must be 
appropriate to the child's development and circumstances. The child must 
be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated room within sight or hearing range of a 
staff member responsible for caring for or teaching children. A staff 
member may not isolate a child in a locked room or closet. 5. A child may 
not be punished for lapses in toilet training. 6. A staff member may not use 



verbal abuse or make derogatory remarks about the child, the child's 
family, race, or religion when addressing a child or in the presence of a 
child.  7. A staff member may not use profane, threatening, unduly loud, or 
abusive language in the presence of a child. 8. A staff member may not 
force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat unless medically prescribed and 
administered under a medical provider's care. 9. A staff member may not 
use deprivation of meals or snacks as a form of discipline or punishment. 
10. A staff member, household member, or any other adult in or at the 
group child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly 
handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child. 11. A 
staff member may not force a child to ingest substances that would cause 
pain or discomfort, for example, placing soap in the mouth of a child to 
deter the child from biting other children. 12. A staff member may not 
withhold active play from a child as a form of discipline or punishment, 
beyond a brief period of separation.   

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure 
that discipline will be constructive or educational in nature and may include 
diversion, separation from the problem situation, talking with the child 
about the situation, praising appropriate behavior, or gentle physical 
restraint such as holding. A child may not be subjected to physical harm or 
humiliation. Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or any 
disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury or neglect or 
abuse to any child is grounds for denial or revocation of a self-declaration 
document. (1) A child may not be kicked, punched, spanked, shaken, 
pinched, bitten, roughly handled, struck, mechanically restrained, or 
physically maltreated by the provider, emergency designee, household 
member, or any other adult in the residence. (2) Authority to discipline may 
not be delegated to or be administered by children. (3) Separation, when 
used as discipline, must be appropriate to the child's development and 
circumstances, and the child must be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated 
room within sight or hearing range of an adult. A child may not be isolated 
in a locked room or closet. (4) A child may not be punished for lapses in 
toilet training. (5) A provider may not use verbal abuse or make derogatory 
remarks about the child, or the child's family, race, or religion when 
addressing a child or in the presence of a child. (6) A provider may not use 
profane, threatening, unduly loud, or abusive language in the presence of a 
child. (7) A provider may not force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat 
unless medically prescribed and administered under a medical provider's 
care. (8) A provider may not use deprivation of snacks or meals as a form of 
discipline or punishment. (9) A provider may not force a child to ingest 
substances that would cause pain or discomfort, for example, placing soap 
in a child's mouth to deter the child from biting other children. (10) A 
provider may not withhold active play from a child as a form of discipline or 
punishment, beyond a brief period of separation.  



vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to12 years: Shall ensure that discipline is constructive or educational in 
nature and may include diversion, separation from the problem situation, 
talking with the child about the situation, praising appropriate behavior, or 
gentle physical restraint, such as holding. A child may not be subjected to 
physical harm, fear, or humiliation. Disregard of any of the following 
disciplinary rules or any disciplinary measure resulting in physical or 
emotional injury, or neglect or abuse, to any child is grounds for denial or 
revocation of an in-home registration. (1) Authority to discipline may not be 
delegated to children nor may discipline be administered by children. (2) 
Separation, when used as discipline, must be appropriate to the child's 
development and circumstances. The child must be in a safe, lighted, well-
ventilated room within sight or hearing range of the in-home provider. An 
in-home provider may not isolate a child in a locked room or closet. (3) A 
child may not be punished for lapses in toilet training. (4) An in-home 
provider may not use verbal abuse or make derogatory remarks about a 
child, or a child's family, race, or religion when addressing the child or in 
the presence of a child. (5) An in-home provider may not use profane, 
threatening, unduly loud, or abusive language in the presence of a child. (6) 
An in-home provider may not force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat, 
unless medically prescribed and administered under a medical provider's 
care. (7) An in-home provider may not use deprivation of meals or snacks 
as a form of discipline or punishment. (8) An in-home provider may not 
kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically 
restrain, or physically maltreat a child. (9) An in-home provider may not 
force a child to ingest substances that would cause pain or discomfort, for 
example, placing soap in a child's mouth to deter the child from biting 
other children. (10) An in-home provider may not withhold active play from 
a child as a form of discipline or punishment, beyond a brief period of 
separation. 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: 
Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or disciplinary measure 
resulting in physical or emotional injury, neglect, or abuse to any child is 
grounds for license denial or revocation. 1. The school-age child care 
program must have a written policy regarding the discipline of children. 
The operator shall provide the policy to, and discuss the policy with, the 
staff members before the school-age child care program begins operation 
or before staff members begin working with children. 2. Discipline must be 
constructive or educational in nature and may include diversion, separation 
from the problem situation, talking with the child about the situation, 
praising appropriate behavior, or gentle physical restraint, such as holding. 
A child may not be subjected to physical harm, fear, or humiliation. 3. 
Authority to discipline may not be delegated to children nor may discipline 
be administered by children. 4. Separation, when used as discipline, must 
be appropriate to the child's development and circumstances. The child 
must be in a safe, lighted, well-ventilated room within sight or hearing 
range of a staff member responsible for caring for or teaching children. A 
staff member may not isolate a child in a locked room or closet. 5. A child 
may not be punished for lapses in toilet training. 6. A staff member may 
not use verbal abuse or make derogatory remarks about a child, or a child's 
family, race, or religion when addressing a child or in the presence of a 
child. 7. A staff member may not use profane, threatening, unduly loud, or 
abusive language in the presence of a child. 8. A staff member may not 
force-feed a child or coerce a child to eat, unless medically prescribed and 
administered under a medical provider's care. 9. A staff member may not 
use deprivation of meals or snacks as a form of discipline or punishment. 
10. A staff member, household member, or any other adult at the school-
age child care program may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, 
roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child. 
11. A staff member may not force a child to ingest substances that would 
cause pain or discomfort, for example, placing soap in a child's mouth to 
deter the child from biting other children. 12. A staff member may not 
withhold active play from children as a means of discipline or punishment, 
beyond a brief period of separation. 

5.3.7 Emergency preparedness and response planning standard   

Iden�fy by checking below that the emergency preparedness and response planning due to 
natural disasters and human-caused events standard includes procedures in the following areas: 

i. ☒ Evacuation  

ii. ☒ Relocation  

iii. ☒ Shelter-in-place  

iv. ☒ Lock down  

v. Staff emergency preparedness  



☒ Training  

☒ Prac�ce drills  

vi. Volunteer emergency preparedness  

☒ Training 

☒ Prac�ce drills  

vii. ☒ Communication with families  

viii. ☒ Reunification with families  

ix. ☒ Continuity of operations  

x. Accommodation of 

☒ Infants  

☒ Toddlers  

☒ Children with disabili�es  

☒ Children with chronic medical condi�ons  

5.3.8 Handling and storage of hazardous materials and the appropriate disposal of biocontaminants 
health and safety standard  

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the handling and storage of hazardous materials for the following CCDF-
eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The program shall ensure that 
potential hazards, such as noncovered electrical outlets, guns, household 
cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines and poisonous plants are 
not accessible to children. The program shall keep guns and ammunition in 
locked storage, each separate from the other, or shall use trigger locks. The 
program shall ensure other weapons and dangerous sporting equipment, 
such as bow and arrows are not accessible to children.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that 
potential hazards, such as guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated 
wires, medicines, noncovered electrical outlets, and poisonous plants are 
not accessible to children. The provider shall keep guns and ammunition in 
locked storage, each separate from the other, or shall use trigger locks. The 
provider shall ensure other weapons and dangerous sporting equipment, 
such as bows and arrows, are not accessible to children. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 



v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Potential hazards, such as 
guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, 
noncovered electrical outlets, poisonous plants, and open stairways must 
not be accessible to children. Guns and ammunition must be kept in 
separate locked storage, or trigger locks must be used. Other weapons and 
dangerous sporting equipment, such as bows and arrows, must not be 
accessible to children.   

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall ensure that potential hazards, such as guns, household 
cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, poisonous plants, and 
open stairways are not accessible to children. The operator shall keep guns 
and ammunition in locked storage, each separate from the other, or shall 
use trigger locks. The operator shall ensure other weapons and dangerous 
sporting equipment, such as bows and arrows, are not accessible to 
children. 

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the disposal of bio contaminants for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The operator shall ensure that 
the garbage stored outside is kept away from areas used by children and is 
kept in containers with lids. Open burning is not permitted. The operator 
shall keep indoor garbage in covered containers. The provider may allow 
paper waste to be kept in open waste containers. The operator shall ensure 
that potential hazards, such as noncovered electrical outlets, guns, 
household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, and poisonous 
plants are not accessible to children. The operator shall ensure that soiled 
linens are placed in closed containers or hampers during storage and 
transportation. The provider shall ensure that soiled or wet diapers are 
stored in a sanitary, covered container, separate from other garbage and 
waste until removed from the child care center. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that the 
garbage stored outside is kept away from areas used by children and is 
kept in containers with lids. Open burning is not permitted. The operator 
shall keep indoor garbage in covered containers. The provider may allow 
paper waste to be kept in open waste containers. The provider shall ensure 
that potential hazards, such as noncovered electrical outlets, guns, 
household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, and poisonous 
plants are not accessible to children. The operator shall ensure that soiled 
linens are placed in closed containers or hampers during storage and 
transportation. The provider shall ensure that soiled or wet diapers are 
stored in a sanitary, covered container, separate from other garbage and 
waste until removed from the program.  



iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure 
that soiled or wet diapers are stored in a sanitary, covered container 
separate from other garbage and waste until removed from the child care. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 

vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall ensure that garbage stored outside is kept away from areas 
used by children and is kept in containers with lids. Open burning is not 
permitted. The operator shall keep indoor garbage in covered containers. 
The operator may allow paper waste to be kept in open waste containers. 

5.3.9 Precautions in transporting children health and safety standard  

Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider se�ng and age of children, that address 
precau�ons in transpor�ng children for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  



i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years: The operator shall establish a written policy governing the 
transportation of children to and from the child care center, if the child care 
center provides transportation. This policy must specify who is to provide 
transportation and how parental permission is to be obtained for activities 
which occur outside the child care center. If the child care center provides 
transportation, the operator shall inform the parents of any insurance 
coverage on the vehicles. Any vehicle used for transporting children must 
be in safe operating condition and in compliance with state and local laws. 
When transportation is provided by a child care center, children must be 
protected by adequate staff member supervision, safety precautions, and 
liability insurance. Staffing requirements must be maintained to assure the 
safety of children while being transported. A child may not be left 
unattended in a vehicle. Children must be instructed in safe transportation 
conduct as appropriate to their age and stage of development. The driver 
must be eighteen years of age or older and shall comply with all relevant 
federal, state, and local laws, including child restraint system laws. 
Preschool ages 2 to 6 years: Prior to licensing, the operator shall establish a 
written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the 
preschool if the preschool provides transportation. This policy must specify 
who is to provide transportation and how parental permission is to be 
obtained for activities which occur outside the preschool. If the preschool 
provides transportation, the operator shall inform the parents of any 
insurance coverage on the vehicles. Any vehicle used for transporting 
children must be in safe operating condition and in compliance with state 
and local laws. When transportation is provided by a preschool, children 
must be protected by adequate staff member supervision, safety 
precautions, and liability insurance. Staffing requirements must be 
maintained to assure the safety of children while being transported. A child 
may not be left unattended in a vehicle. Children must be instructed in safe 
transportation conduct as appropriate to their age and stage of 
development. The driver must be eighteen years of age or older and must 
comply with all relevant federal, state, and local laws, including child 
restraint system laws. 



ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family ages 0 to 12 years: Prior to licensure, the provider shall establish a 
written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the 
family child care if the family child care provides transportation. This policy 
must specify who is to provide transportation and how parental permission 
is to be obtained for activities which occur outside the family child care. If 
the family child care provides transportation, the provider shall inform the 
parents of any insurance coverage on the vehicles. Any vehicle used for 
transporting children must be in safe operating condition and in 
compliance with state and local laws. When transportation is provided by a 
family child care, children must be protected by adequate staff supervision, 
safety precautions, and liability insurance. Staffing requirements must be 
maintained to assure the safety of children while being transported. A child 
may not be left unattended in a vehicle. Children must be instructed in safe 
transportation conduct appropriate to their age and stage of development. 
Group ages 0 to 12 years: Prior to licensure, the provider shall establish a 
written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the 
group child care, if the group child care provides transportation. This policy 
must specify who is to provide transportation and how parental permission 
is to be obtained for activities which occur outside the group child care. If 
the group child care provides transportation, the provider shall inform the 
parents of any insurance coverage on the vehicles. Any vehicle used for 
transporting children must be in safe operating condition and in 
compliance with state and local laws. When transportation is provided by a 
group child care, children must be protected by adequate staff supervision, 
safety precautions, and liability insurance. Staffing requirements must be 
maintained to assure the safety of children while being transported. A child 
may not be left unattended in a vehicle. Children must be instructed in safe 
transportation conduct as appropriate to their age and stage of 
development. The driver must be eighteen years of age or older and must 
comply with all relevant federal, state, and local laws, including child 
restraint system laws.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: When transportation is 
provided by a provider, children must be protected by adequate 
supervision, safety precautions, and liability insurance. Drivers must be 
eighteen years of age or older and must comply with all relevant federal, 
state, and local laws, including child restraint laws. A child must not be left 
unattended in a vehicle. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The 
operator shall establish a written policy governing the transportation of 
children to and from the school-age child care program if the school-age 
child care program provides transportation. This policy must specify who is 
to provide transportation and how parental permission is to be obtained 
for activities which occur outside the school-age child care program. If the 
school-age child care program provides transportation, the operator shall 
inform the parents of any insurance coverage on the vehicles. Any vehicle 
used for transporting children must be in safe operating condition and in 
compliance with state and local laws. When transportation is provided by a 
school-age child care program, children must be protected by adequate 
staff member supervision, safety precautions, and liability insurance. 
Staffing requirements must be maintained to assure the safety of the 
children while being transported. A child may not be left unattended in a 
vehicle. Children must be instructed in safe transportation conduct as 
appropriate to their age and stage of development. The driver must be at 
least eighteen years of age and shall comply with all relevant federal, state, 
and local laws, including child restraint system laws. 

5.3.10 Pediatric first aid and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) health and safety standard  

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address pediatric first aid for all staff for the following CCDF-eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: All Staff members shall be 
currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff 
member having unsupervised access to children under care, in pediatric 
first aid by a program approved by the department. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  
Family and Group ages 0-12 years: Be currently certified within ninety days 
of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised access to 
children in care, in pediatric first aid by a program approved by the 
department. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall be 
currently certified in pediatric first aid by a program approved by the 
department. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: All staff 
members shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and 
prior to staff member having unsupervised access to children under care, in 
pediatric first aid by a program approved by the department. 

b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation for all staff for the following CCDF-
eligible providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 
to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Shall be currently certified within 
ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised 
access to children under care, in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator by the 
American heart association, American red cross, or other similar 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external defibrillator 
training programs that are approved by the department. 

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0-12 years: Each staff member who provides care 
shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to 
staff member having unsupervised access to children under care, in infant 
and pediatric cardiopulmonary 6 resuscitation and the use of an automated 
external defibrillator by the American heart association, American red 
cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated 
external defibrillator training programs that are approved by the 
department. 

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: The provider shall be currently 
certified in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use 
of an automated external defibrillator by the American heart association, 
the American red cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 
automated external defibrillator training programs that are approved by 
the department. The provider shall ensure the emergency designee is 
currently certified in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and the use of an automated external defibrillator by the American heart 
association, American red cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and automated external defibrillator training programs that 
are approved by the department. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: All staff 
members shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and 
prior to staff member having unsupervised access to children under care, in 
infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator by the American heart association, 
American red cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and 
automated external defibrillator training programs that are approved by 
the department. 

5.3.11 Identification and reporting of child abuse and neglect health and safety standard  

a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the identification of child abuse and neglect for the following CCDF-eligible 
providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 
to age 12 and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Certify annual completion of the 
required minimum number of hours of department-approved training 
related to child care, including one hour on safe sleep prior to caring for 
infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or 
neglect. Minimum number of hours of annual training required is based on 
the number of hours an employee is scheduled to work.  

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group 0 to 12 years: Providers and Staff certify completion of 
the required minimum number of hours of department-approved training 
related to child care annually, including one hour on mandated reporter of 
suspected child abuse or neglect. Minimum number of hours of annual 
training required is based on the number of hours an employee is scheduled 
to work.   

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete a minimum of 
three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour 
on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to infants and one hour on 
mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect.  

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 
0 to 12 years: Shall complete one hour of department-approved training 
annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having unsupervised 
access to infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child 
abuse or neglect. 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: Certify 
annual completion of the required minimum number of hours of 
department-approved training related to child care, including one hour on 
mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect. Minimum number 
of hours of annual training required is based on the number of hours an 
employee is scheduled to work.    

b. Provide your standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that 
address the reporting of child abuse and neglect for the following CCDF-eligible 
providers:  

i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 
to 12 years: The operator is responsible for compliance with the 
requirements set forth in this chapter and North Dakota Century Code 
chapter 50-11.1. The provider must have policies that include the process 
for a parent or staff member to report a complaint, a suspected licensing 
violation, and suspected child abuse or neglect. The provider must report 
immediately, as a mandatory reporter, suspected child abuse or neglect as 
required by North Dakota Century Code section 50-25.1-03. Preschool Ages 
2-6 years: Policies shall include the process for a parent or staff member to 
report a complaint, a suspected licensing violation, and suspected child 
abuse or neglect. The provider must report immediately, as a mandatory 
reporter, any suspected child abuse or neglect as required by North Dakota 
Century Code section 50-25.1-03.   

ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: 
Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider, as a mandatory 
reporter, shall report any suspected child abuse or neglect as required by 
North Dakota Century Code section 50-25.1-03. The provider of a group 
child care is responsible for compliance with requirements set forth in the 
standards and North Dakota Century Code chapter 50-11.1. The provider 
must have policies must include the process for a parent or staff member to 
report a complaint, a suspected licensing violation, and suspected child 
abuse or neglect. Provider must report, as a mandatory reporter, any 
suspected child abuse or neglect as required by North Dakota Century Code 
section 50-25.1-03.  

iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

☒ Not applicable.  

iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A 

v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the 
standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: Shall report immediately, as a 
mandated reporter, suspected child abuse or neglect as required by North 
Dakota Century Code section 50-25.1-03. 

vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A 



vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer 
camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years old: The 
operator of a school-age child care program is responsible for compliance 
with the requirements set forth in this chapter and North Dakota Century 
Code chapter 50-11.1. The provider must have policies that include the 
process for a parent or staff member to report a complaint, a suspected 
licensing violation, and suspected child abuse or neglect. The provider shall 
report immediately, as a mandated reporter, any suspected child abuse or 
neglect as required by North Dakota Century Code chapter 50-25.1.   

c. Confirm if child care providers must comply with the Lead Agency’s procedures for 
reporting child abuse and neglect as required by the Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a(b)(2)(B)(i): 

☒ Yes, confirmed.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.3.12 Additional optional standards  

In addi�on to the required health and safety standards, does the Lead Agency require providers 
to comply with the following op�onal standards?  

☒ Yes. 

☐ No. If no, skip to Sec�on 5.4  

If yes, describe the standard(s).  

Nutri�on. Describe: When a provider is responsible for providing food to children, the food 
supplied must meet UDSA standards and must be properly prepared, sufficient in amount and 
varied. Food must be served at the appropriate hours. Children in care for more than 3 hours shall 
receive either a snack or meal, whichever is appropriate. Food that is prepared, and served or 
stored at the program must be treated in a safe and sanitary manner with safe and sanitary 
equipment. Specific training is not required.   

Access to physical ac�vity. Describe: Each operator shall provide adequate indoor and outdoor 
space for the daily activities  of all children within the licensed capacity of the child care. 
Operators who provide 75 square feet of separate indoor recreation space per child for the 
largest class or group are exempt from outdoor space requirement. 

Caring for children with special needs. Describe: An operator shall make appropriate 
accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to meet the need of children 
with special needs. The child care center shall receive documentation of the child 's special needs 
from the parent upon the child's enrollment. Specific training is not required.  

Any other areas determined necessary to promote child development or to protect children’s 
health and safety. Describe: N/A  

5.4 Pre-Service or Orientation Training on Health and Safety Standards 

Lead Agencies must have requirements for all caregivers, teachers, and directors at CCDF 
providers to complete pre-service or orienta�on training (within 3 months of star�ng) on all 
CCDF health and safety standards and child development. The training must be appropriate to 



the se�ng and the age of children served. This training must address the required health and 
safety standards and the content area of child development. Lead Agencies have flexibility in 
determining the minimum number of training hours to require, and are encouraged to consult 
with Caring for our Children Basics for best prac�ces. 

Exemp�ons for rela�ve providers’ training requirements are addressed in ques�on 5.8.1. 

5.4.1 Health and safety pre-service/orientation training requirements 

Lead Agencies must cer�fy staff have pre-service or orienta�on training on each standard that is 
appropriate to different se�ngs and age groups. Lead Agencies may require pre-service or 
orienta�on to be completed before staff can care for children unsupervised. In the table below, 
check the boxes for which you have training requirements.   

 

Is this standard 
addressed in the 

pre-service or 
orientation 

training?  

Is the pre-service 
or orientation 

training on this 
standard 

appropriate to 
different settings 
and age groups? 

Does the Lead Agency require 
staff to complete the training 

before caring for children 
unsupervised? 

a. Prevention and control 
of infectious diseases 
(including 
immunizations) 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

b. SIDS prevention and use 
of safe sleep practices 

☒ ☒ ☒ 

c. Administration of 
medication 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

d. Prevention and 
response to food and 
allergic reactions 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

e. Building and physical 
premises safety, 
including identification 
of and protection from 
hazards, bodies of 
water, and vehicular 
traffic 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

f. Prevention of shaken 
baby syndrome, abusive 
head trauma and child 
maltreatment 

☒ ☒ ☐ 



m. If the Lead Agency does not certify implementation of all the health and safety pre-
service/orientation training requirements for staff in programs serving children 
receiving CCDF assistance, please describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

n. Are there any provider categories to whom the above pre-service or orientation 
training requirements do not apply?  

☐ No  

☒ Yes. If yes, describe:  In-home providers are only required to complete safe sleep and 
mandated reporter of suspected child abused or neglect training.  

 

Is this standard 
addressed in the 

pre-service or 
orientation 

training?  

Is the pre-service 
or orientation 

training on this 
standard 

appropriate to 
different settings 
and age groups? 

Does the Lead Agency require 
staff to complete the training 

before caring for children 
unsupervised? 

g. Emergency 
preparedness and 
response planning and 
procedures 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

h. Handling and storage of 
hazardous materials 
and disposal of 
biocontaminants 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

i. Appropriate 
Precautions in 
transporting children, if 
applicable 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

j. Pediatric first aid and 
pediatric CPR (age-
appropriate) 

☒ ☒ ☒ 

k. Child abuse and neglect 
recognition and 
reporting 

☒ ☒ ☐ 

l. Child development 
including major 
domains of cognitive, 
social, emotional, 
physical development 
and approaches to 
learning. 

☒ ☒ ☐ 



5.5 Monitoring and Enforcement of Licensing and Health and Safety Requirements 

5.5.1 Inspections for licensed CCDF providers 

Licensing inspectors must perform at least one annual, unannounced inspec�on of each licensed 
CCDF provider for compliance with all child care licensing standards, including an inspec�on for 
compliance with health and safety and fire standards. Lead Agencies must conduct at least one 
pre-licensure inspec�on for compliance with health, safety, and fire standards of each child care 
provider and facility in the State/Territory.  

a. Licensed CCDF center-based providers 

i. Does your pre-licensure inspection for licensed center-based providers 
assess compliance with health standards, safety standards, and fire 
standards? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed 
center-based providers addressing compliance with health, safety, and fire 
standards: 

☒ Annually. 

☐ More than once a year.  If more than once a year, describe: Click or tap here 
to enter text. 

☐ Other. If other, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when 
monitoring licensed center-based providers? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe how the differen�al monitoring approach is 
representa�ve of the full complement of health and safety requirements. Click 
or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No. If no, describe: The Lead Agency monitors the full complement of health 
and safety requirements.  

iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the 
inspections for licensed center-based providers. ND Department of Health 
and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.  

b. Licensed CCDF family child care providers 

i. Does your pre-licensure inspection for licensed family child care homes 
assess compliance with health standards, safety standards, and fire 
standards? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 



ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed 
family child care homes addressing compliance with health, safety, and fire 
standards: 

☒ Annually. 

☐ More than once a year. If more than once a year, describe: Click or tap here 
to enter text. 

☐ Other.  If other, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when 
monitoring licensed family child care providers? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe how the differen�al monitoring approach is 
representa�ve of the full complement of health and safety requirements. Click 
or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No. If no, describe: The Lead Agency monitors the full complement of health 
and safety requirements. 

iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the 
inspections for licensed family child care providers. ND Department of 
Health and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.  

c. Licensed in-home CCDF child care providers 

i. Does your Lead Agency license CCDF in-home child care (care in the child’s 
own home) providers? 

☒ No. 
☐ Yes. If yes, does your pre-licensure inspec�on for licensed in-home providers 
assess compliance with health, safety, and fire standards? 

☐ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed in-
home child care providers for compliance with health, safety, and fire 
standards completed: 

☐ Annually. 

☐ More than once a year. If more than once a year, describe: Click or tap here 
to enter text. 

☒ Other.  If other, describe: N/A  

iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when 
monitoring licensed in-home child care providers? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe how the differen�al monitoring approach is 
representa�ve of the full complement of health and safety requirements. Click 
or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No. 



iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the 
inspections for licensed in-home providers. N/A 

5.5.2 Inspections for license-exempt providers 

Licensing inspectors must perform at least one annual monitoring visit of each license-exempt 
CCDF provider for compliance with health, safety, and fire standards. Inspec�ons for rela�ve 
providers will be addressed in subsec�on 5.8. 

Describe the policies and prac�ces for the annual monitoring of: 

a. License-exempt CCDF center-based child care providers   

i. Identify the frequency of inspections for compliance with health, safety, 
and fire standards for license-exempt center-based providers: 

☐ Annually. 

☐ More than once a year. If more than once a year, describe: Click or tap here 
to enter text. 

☒ Other.  If other, describe:  N/A  

ii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when 
monitoring license-exempt center-based providers? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe how the differen�al monitoring approach is 
representa�ve of the full complement of health and safety requirements. Click 
or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No. 

iii. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the 
inspections for license-exempt center-based CCDF providers. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

b. License-exempt CCDF family child care providers 

i. Identify the frequency of the inspections of license-exempt family child 
care providers to determine compliance with health, safety, and fire 
standards: 

☐ Annually. 

☒ More than once a year. If more than once a year, describe: Self-Declaration 
Providers receive an announced and unannounced visit annually.  

☐ Other. If other, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

ii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when 
monitoring license-exempt family child care providers? 

☐ Yes. If yes, describe how the differen�al monitoring approach is 
representa�ve of the full complement of health and safety requirements. Click 
or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No. 



iii. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the 
inspections for license-exempt family child care providers. ND Department 
of Health and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.  

5.5.3 Inspections for CCDF license-exempt in-home child care providers 

Lead Agencies may develop alternate monitoring requirements for care provided in the child’s 
home that are appropriate to the se�ng. This flexibility cannot be used to bypass the 
monitoring requirement altogether.  

a. Describe the requirements for the annual monitoring of CCDF license-exempt in-home 
child care (care in the child’s own home) providers, including if monitoring is 
announced or unannounced, occurs more frequently than once per year, and if 
differential monitoring procedures are used. N/A 

b. List the entity(ies) in your State/Territory responsible for conducting inspections of 
license-exempt CCDF in-home child care (care in the child’s own home) providers: N/A 

5.5.4 Posting monitoring and inspection reports 

Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspec�on reports on their consumer educa�on 
website for each licensed and CCDF child care provider, except in cases where the provider is 
related to all the children in their care. These reports must include the results of required annual 
monitoring visits and visits due to major substan�ated complaints about a provider’s failure to 
comply with health and safety requirements and child care policies. A full report covers 
everything in the monitoring visit, including areas of compliance and non-compliance. If the 
Lead Agency does not produce any reports that include areas of compliance, the website must 
include informa�on about all areas covered by a monitoring visit.  

The reports must be in plain language or provide a plain language summary Lead Agency and be 
�mely to ensure that the results of the reports are available and easily understood by parents 
when they are deciding on a child care provider. Lead Agencies must post at least 3 years of 
monitoring and inspec�on reports.  

a. Does the Lead Agency post:  

i. ☒ Pre-licensing inspection reports for licensed programs.  

ii. ☒ Full monitoring and inspection reports that include areas of compliance 
and non-compliance for all non-relative providers eligible to provide CCDF 
services.  

iii. ☐ Monitoring and inspection reports that include areas of non-compliance 
only, with information about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted 
separately on the website (e.g., a blank checklist used by monitors) for all 
non-relative providers eligible to provide CCDF services. Note: This option 
is only allowable if the Lead Agency does not produce monitoring reports 
that include both areas of compliance and non-compliance. If checked, 
provide a direct URL/website link to the website where a blank checklist is 
posted:  Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Check if the monitoring and inspection reports and any related plain language 
summaries include:  



i. ☒ Date of inspection.  

ii. ☒ Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in 
fatalities or serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these 
health and safety violations are prominently displayed:  Non-compliances 
(violations) are noted on the monitoring and inspection reports, which are 
posted within each provider's record in the Lead Agency's provider search 
tool. Violations that result in a fatality or serious injury are documented on 
a Correction Order. Correction Orders are also posted within each 
provider's record in the Lead Agency's provider search tool and include the 
non-compliance and method of correction required and completed by the 
provider. 

iii. ☒ Corrective action plans taken by the Lead Agency and/or child care 
provider. Describe:  Correction Orders are posted and include the non-
compliance and method of correction required and completed by the 
provider.   

iv. ☒ A minimum of 3 years of results, where available.  

v. If any of the components above are not selected, please explain: N/A  

c. Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspection reports and/or any related 
summaries in a timely manner.  

i. Provide the direct URL/website link to where the reports are posted:  
https://stage.worklifesystems.com/parent/40 

ii. Identify the Lead Agency’s established timeline for posting monitoring 
reports and describe how it is timely:  Monitoring reports are created 
within the child care licensing system. An export file is system-generated 
weekly and placed on the Work Life Systems FTP. Work Life Systems 
uploads the monitoring and inspection links to every program’s record for 
consumers to be able to access 

d. Does the Lead Agency certify that the monitoring and inspection reports or the 
summaries are in plain language that is understandable to parents and other 
consumers?  

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

e. Does the Lead Agency certify that there is a process for correcting inaccuracies in the 
monitoring and inspection reports? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

f. Does the Lead Agency maintain monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer 
education website? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

https://stage.worklifesystems.com/parent/40


5.5.5 Qualifications and training of licensing inspectors 

Lead Agencies must ensure that individuals who are hired as licensing inspectors (or qualified 
monitors designated by the Lead Agency) are qualified to inspect child care providers and 
facili�es and have received health and safety training appropriate to the provider se�ng and 
age of the children served.  

Describe how the Lead Agency ensures that licensing inspectors (or qualified monitors 
designated by the Lead Agency) are qualified and have received training on health and 
safety requirements that are appropriate to the age of the children in care and the type of 
provider se�ng. Early Childhood Licensing Specialist qualifications include a degree in Child 
Development, Early Childhood Education, Social Work, or a related degree. Upon hire, 
Specialists complete the 15 hours of Getting Started Training and are orientated by an Early 
Childhood Licensing Supervisor or the Licensing Administrator. Orientation and training 
includes an in-depth training of laws and rules in early childhood programs. Licensing 
Specialists are placed with a mentor, a fellow Licensing Specialist to observe the mentor 
during licensing visits. The mentor also attends the Licensing Specialist’s first visits in each 
license type and corrective action to ensure the new Specialist has the required knowledge to 
inspect child care programs. A Licensing Supervisor will conduct a Quality Assurance visit 
with the Licensing Specialist during the first 6 months of employment. Licensing staff attend 
annual training which include training on health and safety requirements.  

 

5.5.6 Ratio of licensing inspectors 

Lead Agencies must ensure the ra�o of licensing inspectors to child care providers and facili�es 
in the State/Territory are maintained at a level sufficient to enable the Lead Agency to conduct 
effec�ve inspec�ons of child care providers and facili�es on a �mely basis in accordance with 
federal, State, and local laws. 

Provide the ra�o of licensing inspectors to child care providers (i.e., number of inspectors per 
number of child care providers) and facili�es in the State/Territory and include how the ra�o is 
sufficient to conduct effec�ve inspec�ons on a �mely basis. Licensing Specialists have an 
average caseload of 45 child care providers. Caseloads are dependent on the geographical area 
of North Dakota that a Specialist is located and the amount of time it takes to travel to 
programs. Specialists who are in urban areas where the programs are within a short distance will 
be assigned more cases than a Specialist in a rural area where it could take 1-2 hours of travel 
time one way to visit a program.   

5.6 Ongoing Health and Safety Training 

Lead Agencies must have ongoing training requirements for all caregivers, teachers, and 
directors of eligible CCDF providers for health and safety standards but have discre�on on 
frequency and training content (e.g., pediatric CPR refresher every year and recer�fica�on every 
2 years). Lead Agencies have discre�on on which health and safety standards are subject to 
ongoing training. Lead Agencies may exempt rela�ve providers from these requirements. 

5.6.1 Required ongoing training of health and safety standards 

Describe any required ongoing training of health and safety standards for caregivers, teachers, 
and directors of the following CCDF eligible provider types.  



a. Licensed child care centers:  Centers: Directors, teachers, and staff shall complete 
training related to child care, including one hour on safe sleep prior to caring for 
infants and annually thereafter, and one hour annually on mandated reporter of 
suspected child abuse or neglect. All staff shall be currently certified within ninety days 
of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised access to children under 
care, in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator by the American heart association, American red 
cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external 
defibrillator training programs that are approved by the department. All staff members 
shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member 
having unsupervised access to children under care, in pediatric first aid by a program 
approved by the department. Preschool and School-Age: Directors and staff shall 
complete one hour of department-approved mandated reporter of suspected child 
abuse or neglect training annually. All staff members shall be currently certified within 
ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised access to 
children under care, in pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an 
automated external defibrillator by the American heart association, American red 
cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external 
defibrillator training programs that are approved by the department. All staff members 
shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member 
having unsupervised access to children under care, in pediatric first aid by a program 
approved by the department.  

b. License-exempt child care centers: N/A 

c. Licensed family child care homes:  Family and Group: The provider and staff members 
shall certify annual completion of one hour of department-approved mandated 
reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect training. They must also certify completion 
of one hour of department-approved safe sleep training prior to staff member 
providing care to infants and annually thereafter. The provider and staff members shall 
be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member 
having unsupervised access to children under care, in infant and pediatric 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator by 
the American heart association, American red cross, or other similar cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation and automated external defibrillator training programs that are 
approved by the department. The provider and staff members shall be currently 
certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having 
unsupervised access to children under care, in pediatric first aid by a program approved 
by the department. 



d. License-exempt family child care homes: Self-Declaration: Shall be currently certified in 
infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated 
external defibrillator by the American heart association, the American red cross, or 
other similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external defibrillator 
training programs that are approved by the department. They shall be currently 
certified in pediatric first aid by a program approved by the department.  Self-
declaration provider shall complete a minimum of three hours of department-approved 
training annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to 
infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect. The 
same training courses may be counted toward self-declaration annual requirements 
only if at least three years has passed since the last completion date of that training 
course, with the exception of safe sleep and mandated reporter annual training. Self-
declaration providers shall ensure that the emergency designee completes required 
department approved training annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to 
emergency designee providing care to infants and one hour on mandated reporter of 
suspected child abuse or neglect. The emergency designee shall be currently certified in 
infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated 
external defibrillator by the American heart association, American red cross, or other 
similar cardiopulmonary resuscitation and automated external defibrillator training 
programs that are approved by the department. The emergency designee shall also be 
currently certified in pediatric first aid by a program approved by the department 

e. Regulated or registered in-home child care: The provider shall complete one hour of 
department-approved training annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having 
unsupervised access to infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected child 
abuse or neglect. 

f. Non-regulated or registered in-home child care: N/A 

5.7 Comprehensive Background Checks 

Lead Agencies must conduct comprehensive background checks for all child care staff members 
(including prospec�ve staff members) of all child care providers that are (1) licensed, regulated, 
or registered under State/Territory law, regardless of whether they receive CCDF funds; or (2) all 
other child care providers eligible to deliver CCDF services (e.g., license-exempt CCDF eligible 
child care providers). Family child care home providers must also submit background check 
requests for all household members age 18 or older.   

A comprehensive background check must include: three in-state checks, two na�onal checks, 
and three interstate checks if the individual resided in another State or Territory in the 
preceding 5 years. The background check components must be completed at least once every 
five years. 

All child care staff members must receive a qualifying result from either the FBI criminal 
background check or an in-state fingerprint criminal history check before working (under 
supervision) with or near children. Lead Agencies must apply a CCDF-specific list of disqualifying 
crimes for child care providers serving families par�cipa�ng in CCDF. 

These background check requirements do not apply to individuals who are related to all children 
for whom child care services are provided. Exemp�ons for rela�ve providers will be addressed in 
subsec�on 5.8. 



5.7.1 In-state criminal history check with fingerprints 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state criminal history background checks with 
fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of 
licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF 
participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct in-state criminal background checks with 
fingerprints. Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state criminal history background checks with 
fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of 
all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt 
providers) other than relative providers? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct in-state criminal background checks with 
fingerprints. Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the in-state criminal background check with 
fingerprints for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home 
who do not receive an in-state criminal background check with fingerprints. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

5.7.2 National Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal history check with fingerprints 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct FBI criminal history background checks with 
fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of 
licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF 
participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct FBI criminal background checks with 
fingerprints. Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct FBI criminal history background checks with 
fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of 
all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt 
providers)? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct FBI criminal background checks. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 



c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the FBI criminal background check with fingerprints for 
all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home 
who do not receive an FBI criminal background check with fingerprints. Click or tap here 
to enter text. 

5.7.3 National Crime Information Center (NCIC) National Sex Offender Registry (NSOR) name-based 
check 

The majority of NCIC NSOR records are fingerprint records and are automa�cally included in the 
FBI fingerprint criminal background check. But a small percentage of NCIC NSOR records are only 
name-based records and must be accessed through the required name-based search of the NCIC 
NSOR. 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background checks for all child 
care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or 
registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background 
checks. Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background checks for all child 
care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care 
providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☐ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background checks. 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the NCIC NSOR name-based background check for all 
individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home 
who do not receive a NCIC NSOR name-based background check. Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

5.7.4 In-state sex offender registry (SOR) check 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state SOR checks for all child care staff members 
(including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care 
providers, regardless of CCDF participation? 

☒ Yes.  



☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct in-state SOR background checks. Click or 
tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state SOR background checks for all child care staff 
members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers 
eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct in-state SOR background checks. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the in-state SOR background check for all individuals 
age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home 
who do not receive an in-state SOR background check. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.5 In-state child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct CAN registry checks for all child care staff members 
(including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care 
providers, regardless of CCDF participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct CAN registry checks. Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct CAN registry checks for all child care staff members 
(including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF 
participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct CAN registry checks. Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the CAN registry check for all individuals age 18 or 
older who reside in a family child care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home 
who do not receive a CAN registry check. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.6 Interstate criminal history check 

These ques�ons refer to requirements for a Lead Agency to conduct an interstate check for a 
child care staff member (including prospec�ve child care staff members) who currently lives in 



their State or Territory but has lived in another State, Territory, or Tribal land within the 
previous 5 years. 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for any 
staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 
years of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF 
participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct interstate criminal history background 
checks. Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for any 
staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 
years eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☐ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct interstate criminal history background 
checks. Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for all 
individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home and resided in other 
state(s) in the past 5 years.  

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe why individuals age 18 or older that resided in other state(s) in the 
past 5 years who reside in a family child care home that do not receive an interstate 
criminal history background check. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.7 Interstate Sex Offender Registry (SOR) check 

These ques�ons refer to requirements for a Lead Agency to conduct an interstate check for a 
child care staff member (including prospec�ve child care staff members) who currently lives in 
their State or Territory but has lived in another State, Territory, or Tribal land within the 
previous 5 years. 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate SOR checks for any staff member (or 
prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years of licensed, 
regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct interstate SOR checks. Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate SOR checks for any staff member (or 
prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years eligible for 
CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☒ Yes.  



☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct interstate SOR checks. Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the interstate SOR checks for all individuals age 18 or 
older who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years who reside in a family child care 
home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older that resided in other state(s) in the past 
5 years who reside in a family child care home that do not receive an interstate SOR 
check. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.8 Interstate child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check 

These ques�ons refer to requirements for a Lead Agency to conduct an interstate check for a 
child care staff member (including prospec�ve child care staff members) who currently lives in 
their State or Territory but has lived in another State, Territory, or Tribal land within the 
previous 5 years. 

a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate CAN registry checks for any staff member (or 
prospective staff member) that resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years of licensed, 
regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of licensed, regulated, or registered child 
care providers for whom you do not conduct interstate CAN registry checks. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate CAN registry checks for any staff member (or 
prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years eligible for 
CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any categories of child care providers eligible for CCDF 
par�cipa�on for whom you do not conduct interstate CAN registry checks. Click or tap 
here to enter text. 

c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the interstate CAN registry checks for all individuals age 
18 or older who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years who reside in a family child 
care home? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe individuals age 18 or older that resided in other state(s) in the past 
5 years who reside in a family child care home that do not receive interstate CAN 
registry checks. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.9 Disqualifications for child care employment 

The Lead Agency must prohibit employment of individuals with child care providers receiving 
CCDF subsidy payment if they meet any of the following disqualifying criteria: 



• Refused to consent to a background check. 

• Knowingly made materially false statements in connec�on with the background check. 

• Are registered, or are required to be registered, on the State/Territory sex offender 
registry or repository or the Na�onal Sex Offender Registry. 

• Have been convicted of a felony consis�ng of murder, child abuse or neglect, crimes 
against children (including child pornography), spousal abuse, crimes involving rape or 
sexual assault, kidnapping, arson, physical assault, or batery. 

• Have a violent misdemeanor commited as an adult against a child, including the 
following crimes: child abuse, child endangerment, sexual assault, or any misdemeanor 
involving child pornography. 

• Convicted of a felony consis�ng of a drug-related offense commited during the 
preceding 5 years. 

a. Does the Lead Agency disqualify the employment of child care staff members 
(including prospective staff members) by child care providers receiving CCDF subsidy 
payment for CCDF-identified disqualifying criteria? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe the disqualifying criteria: Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency use the same criteria for licensed, regulated, and registered 
child care providers regardless of CCDF participation?  

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe any disqualifying criteria used for licensed, regulated, and 
registered child care providers: Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. How does the Lead Agency use results from the in-state child abuse and neglect 
registry check?  

☐ Does not use them to disqualify employment. 

☒ Uses them to disqualify employment. If checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter 
text. 

d. How does the Lead Agency use results from the interstate child abuse and neglect 
registry check?  

☐ Does not use them to disqualify employment. 

☒ Uses them to disqualify employment. If checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter 
text.  

5.7.10 Privacy 

Lead Agencies must ensure the privacy of a prospec�ve staff member by no�fying child care 
providers of the individual’s eligibility or ineligibility for child care employment based on the 
results of the comprehensive background check without revealing any documenta�on of 
criminal history or disqualifying crimes or other related informa�on regarding the individual.  



Does the Lead Agency cer�fy they ensure the privacy of child care staff members (including 
prospec�ve child care staff member) when providing the results of the comprehensive 
background check?  

☒ Yes.  

☐  No. If no, describe the current process of no�fica�on: Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.11 Appeals processes for background checks 

Lead Agencies must provide for a process that allows child care provider staff members (and 
prospec�ve staff members) to appeal the results of a background check to challenge the 
accuracy or completeness of the informa�on contained in the individual’s background check 
report.  

Does the appeals process: 

i. Provide the affected individual with information related to each 
disqualifying crime in a report, along with information/notice on the 
opportunity to appeal. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 

ii. Provide the affected individual with clear instructions about how to 
complete the appeals process for each background check component if 
they wish to challenge the accuracy or completeness of the information 
contained in such individual’s background report. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 

iii. Ensure the Lead Agency attempts to verify the accuracy of the information 
challenged by the individual, including making an effort to locate any 
missing disposition information related to the disqualifying crime. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 

iv. Get completed in a timely manner. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 

v. Ensure the affected individual receives written notice of the decision. In 
the case of a negative determination, the decision must indicate (1) the 
Lead Agency’s efforts to verify the accuracy of information challenged by 
the individual, (2) any additional appeals rights available to the individual, 
and (3) information on how the individual can correct the federal or State 
records at issue in the case. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 



vi. Facilitate coordination between the Lead Agency and other agencies in 
charge of background check information and results (such as the Child 
Welfare office and the State Identification Bureau), to ensure the appeals 
process is conducted in accordance with the Act. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. 

5.7.12 Provisional hiring of prospective staff members 

Lead Agencies must at least complete and receive a qualifying result for either the FBI criminal 
background check or a fingerprint-based in-state criminal background check where the 
individual resides before prospec�ve staff members may provide services or be in the vicinity of 
children. 

Un�l all the background check components have been completed, the prospec�ve staff member 
must be supervised at all �mes by someone who has already received a qualifying result on a 
background check within the past five years.  

Check all background checks for which the Lead Agency requires a qualifying result before a 
prospec�ve child care staff member begins work with children. 

a. FBI criminal background check. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

b. In-state criminal background check with fingerprints. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. In-state Sex Offender Registry. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

d. In-state child abuse and neglect registry. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

e. Name-based national Sex Offender Registry (NCIC NSOR). 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

f. Interstate criminal background check, as applicable. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

g. Interstate Sex Offender Registry check, as applicable. 



☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

h. Interstate child abuse and neglect registry check, as applicable. 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

i. Does the Lead Agency require provisional hires to be supervised by a staff member 
who received a qualifying result on the comprehensive background check while 
awaiting results from the provisional hire’s full comprehensive background check? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe. Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.13 Completing the criminal background check within a 45-day timeframe 

The Lead Agency must carry out a request from a child care provider for a criminal background 
check as expedi�ously as possible, and no more than 45 days a�er the date on which the 
provider submited the request.  

a. Does the Lead Agency ensure background checks are completed within 45 days (after 
the date on which the provider submits the request)? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe the �meline for comple�on for categories of providers, including 
which background check components take more than 45 days. Click or tap here to enter 
text. 

b. Does the Lead Agency ensure child care staff receive a comprehensive background 
check when they work in your State but reside in a different State? 

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe the current policy: Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.14 Responses to interstate background check requests 

Lead Agencies must respond as expedi�ously as possible to requests for interstate background 
checks from other States/Territories/Tribes in order to meet the 45-day �meframe.   

a. Does your State participate in the National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact or 
National Fingerprint File programs? 

☐ Yes.  

☒ No.  



b. Describe how the State/Territory responds to interstate criminal history, Sex Offender 
Registry, and Child Abuse and Neglect Registry background check requests from 
another state. The Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) is the state’s central 
repository for criminal history information. BCI processes interstate criminal history 
checks. It takes approximately 7-10 business days to process and complete a criminal 
history record check. Requestors have the option to request an expedited response and 
must then include a pre-paid self-addressed overnight/priority mail type envelope and 
payment only in the form of a certified cashier’s check or money order. The Sex 
Offender Registry is a public facing website. There are no fees or forms associated with 
the registry. Fields utilized include first and last name. The registry also allows for a 
secondary residential search using city, county, zip code. The Lead Agency processes 
the Interstate Child Abuse and Neglect (CAN) registry checks. It takes approximately 3-
5 business days to process and complete the CAN registry checks. 

c. Does your State/Territory have a law or policy that prevents a response to CCDF 
interstate background check requests from other States/Territories/Tribes?   

☐ Yes. If yes, describe the current policy. Click or tap here to enter text. 

☒ No.  

5.7.15 Consumer education website links to interstate background check processes 

Lead Agencies must include on their consumer educa�on website and the website of local Lead 
Agencies if the CCDF program is county-run, the policies and procedures related to 
comprehensive background checks. This includes the process by which a child care provider or 
other State or Territory may submit a background check request. 

a. Provide the direct URL/website link that contains instructions on how child care 
providers and other States and Territories should initiate background check requests 
for prospective and current child care staff members: Click or tap here to enter text. 

Check to cer�fy that the required elements are included on the Lead Agency’s consumer 
and provider educa�on website for each interstate background check component. 

b. Interstate criminal background check: 

i. ☒ Agency name 

ii. ☒ Address 

iii. ☒ Phone number 

iv. ☒ Email 

v. ☒ Website 

vi. ☒ Instructions  

vii. ☒ Forms 

viii. ☒ Fees 

ix. ☒ Is the State a National Fingerprint File (NFF) State? 

x. ☒ Is the State a National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact State? 



xi. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

c. Interstate sex offender registry (SOR) check:  

i. ☒ Agency name 

ii. ☒ Address 

iii. ☒ Phone number 

iv. ☒ Email 

v. ☒ Website 

vi. ☒ Instructions  

vii. ☒ Forms 

viii. ☒ Fees 

ix. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

d. Interstate child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check: 

i. ☒ Agency name 

ii. ☒ Is the CAN check conducted through a county administered registry or 
centralized registry? 

iii. ☒ Address 

iv. ☒ Phone number 

v. ☒ Email 

vi. ☒ Website 

vii. ☒ Instructions  

viii. ☒ Forms 

ix. ☒ Fees 

x. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text. 

5.7.16 Background check fees  

The Lead Agency must ensure that fees charged for comple�ng the background checks do not 
exceed the actual cost of processing and administra�on.  

Does the Lead Agency cer�fy that background check fees do not exceed the actual cost of 
processing and administering the background checks?  

☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, describe what is currently in place and what elements s�ll need to be 
implemented. Click or tap here to enter text.  

5.7.17 Renewal of the comprehensive background check Renewal of comprehensive background check 

Does the Lead Agency conduct the background check at least every 5 years for all components?    



☒ Yes.  

☐ No. If no, what is the frequency for renewing each component? Click or tap here to 
enter text. 

5.8 Exemptions for Relative Providers 

Lead Agencies may exempt rela�ves (defined in CCDF regula�ons as grandparents, great-
grandparents, siblings if living in a separate residence, aunts, and uncles) from certain health 
and safety requirements. This excep�on applies only if the individual cares only for rela�ve 
children. 

5.8.1 Exemptions for relative providers 

Does the Lead Agency exempt any federally defined rela�ve providers from licensing 
requirements, the CCDF health and safety standards, preservice/orienta�on training, ongoing 
training, inspec�ons, or background checks?  

☐ No.  

☒ Yes. If yes, which type of rela�ves do you exempt, and from what requirements 
(licensing requirements, CCDF health and safety standards, preservice/orienta�on 
training, ongoing training, inspec�ons, and/or background checks) do you exempt 
them? Relative providers are exempt from health and safety standard, some training, 
monitoring and a portion of background checks.  
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	b. Identify the family child care providers subject to licensing: Family Child Care and Group Child Care in a Home Providers
	Are there other categories of regulated or registered family child care providers the Lead Agency does not categorize as license-exempt?

	c. Identify the in-home providers subject to licensing: N/A
	Are there other categories of regulated or registered in-home providers the Lead Agency does not categorize as license-exempt?


	5.1.2 CCDF-eligible providers exempt from licensing
	a. License-exempt center-based child care. Describe by answering the questions below.
	i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible center-based child care providers who are exempt from licensing requirements. N/A
	ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to the exemption. N/A
	iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children. N/A

	b. License-exempt family child care. Describe by answering the questions below.
	i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible family child care providers who are exempt from licensing requirements. Self-Declaration Providers
	ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to the exemption. Self-Declared providers provide care in a private residence for up to five chi...
	iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children. Self-declared Providers: Care for 5 or fewer children, of which no more than 3 may be under that age of 24 months, in a...

	c. In-home care (care in the child’s own home by a non-relative). Describe by answering the questions below.
	i. Identify the categories of CCDF-eligible in-home care (care in the child’s own home by a non- relative) providers who are exempt from licensing requirements. In-home Provider
	ii. Describe the exemptions based on length of day, threshold on the number of children in care, ages of children in care, or any other factors applicable to the exemption. In-home providers may provide early childhood services in a private residence ...
	iii. Describe how the exemptions for these CCDF-eligible providers do not endanger the health, safety, and development of children. An applicant for an in-home registration document shall be directly responsible for the care, supervision, and guidance...



	5.2 Ratios, Group Size, and Qualifications for CCDF Providers
	5.2.1 Age classifications
	a. Infant. Describe: 0-17 months
	b. Toddler. Describe: 18-35 months
	c. Preschool. Describe: 3-5 years
	d. School-Age. Describe: at least 5 years but less than 12 years of age

	5.2.2 Ratio and group size limits
	a. Licensed CCDF center-based care:
	i. Infant.
	ii. Toddler.
	iii. Preschool.
	iv. School-Age.
	v. Mixed-Age Groups (if applicable).

	b. If different, provide the ratios and group size requirements for the license-exempt center-based providers who receive CCDF funds under the following age groups:
	i. ☒ Not applicable. There are no differences in ratios and group size requirements.
	ii. Infant: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iii. Toddler: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. Preschool: Click or tap here to enter text.
	v. School-Age: Click or tap here to enter text.
	vi. Mixed-Age Groups: Click or tap here to enter text.

	c. Licensed CCDF family child care home providers:
	i. Infant (if applicable)
	ii. Toddler (if applicable)
	iii. Preschool (if applicable)
	iv. School-Age (if applicable)
	v. Mixed-Age Groups

	d. Are any of the responses above different for license-exempt family child care homes?
	e. Licensed in-home care (care in the child’s own home):
	i. Infant (if applicable)
	ii. Toddler (if applicable)
	iii. Preschool (if applicable)
	iv. School-Age (if applicable)
	v. Mixed-Age Groups (if applicable)

	f. Are any of the responses above different for license-exempt in-home care?

	5.2.3 Teacher/caregiver qualifications for licensed, regulated, or registered care
	a. Licensed center-based care
	i. Describe the teacher qualifications for licensed CCDF center-based care (e.g., degrees, credentials, etc.), including any variations based on the ages of children in care: Licensed center-based care CENTER/GROUP/SCHOOL AGE TEACHER/CAREGIVER: North ...
	ii. Describe the director qualification for licensed CCDF center-based care, including any variations based on the ages of children in care or the number of staff employed: Describe the director qualification for licensed CCDF center-based care, inclu...

	b. Licensed family child care
	c. Licensed, regulated, or registered in-home care (care in the child’s own home by a non-relative)

	5.2.4 Teacher/caregiver qualifications for license-exempt providers
	a. License-exempt center-based child care. N/A
	b. License-exempt home-based child care. Self-Declaration Providers shall complete a minimum of three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to provider providing care to infants and one hour on mandated...
	c. License-exempt in-home care (care in the child’s own home). License-exempt in-home providers shall participate in specialized training related to child care if provided by or approved by the department and must complete one hour of department-appro...


	5.3 Health and Safety Standards for CCDF Providers
	5.3.1 Prevention and control of infectious diseases (including immunizations) health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the prevention and control of infectious diseases for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool Ages 2- 6 years: Verification that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health di...
	All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  Family Child Care Ages 0 to 12 years old: Children shall have received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health division of the dep...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	iii. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health div...
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to 12 years: Notify parents, legal custodians, or guardians of a child's exposure to a presumed or confirmed reportable infectious disease
	vi. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: School-Age Ages 5 to 12 years: Shall verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as pre...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address that children attending child care programs under CCDF are age-appropriately immunized, according to the latest recommendation for childhood immunizations ...
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center Ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool 2- 6 years: Verification that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health divisi...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group Ages 0 to 12 years: Children shall have received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health division of the depar...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard:  Self-Declaration 0 to 12 years old:  Shall verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed by the public health div...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: Shall verify that the child has received all immunizations appropriate for the child's age, as prescribed b...


	5.3.2 Prevention of sudden infant death syndrome and the use of safe-sleep practices health and safety standard
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Ages 0-12  years: Certify annual completion of a minimum of thirteen hours of department-approved training related to child care, including one hour on safe sleep prior to the director p...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group Ages 0 to 12 years: A Provider shall certify completion of one hour of department-approved safe sleep training prior to provider providing care to infants a...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: The Provider shall:
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete a minimum of three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to provide...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete one hour of department-approved training annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having unsupervised access to infants and one hour on...
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: N/A

	5.3.3 Administration of medication, consistent with standards for parental consent health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the administration of medication for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center Ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2 to 6 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written instructions as to dosag...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written instructions as to dosage and stor...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written instructions as to dosage and...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: (a) Medication prescribed by a medical provider must be accompanied by the medical provider's written instru...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address obtaining permission from parents to administer medications to children for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Require written permission to dispense medication and proper instructions for the administration of medication obtained from the p...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: If children in care require medication, the provider shall secure written permission and follow proper instructions as to the administra...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall secure written permission and follow proper instructions as to the administration of medication.
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: Require written permission to dispense medication and require proper instructions for the administration of...


	5.3.4 Prevention of and response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the prevention of emergencies due to food and allergic reactions for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: A provider shall make appropriate accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of childre...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: A provider shall make appropriate accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of children with...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: A provider shall make appropriate provisions, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of children wit...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: In-home provider ages 0 to 12 years: shall make appropriate accommodations, as required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, to meet the needs of children with special needs. ...
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall consider information provided by the children's parents as to the children's eating habi...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the response to emergencies due to food and allergic reactions for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Establish emergency response procedures; Identify a source of emergency health services readily available to the child care center...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall have a statement on file, signed by the child's parents, authorizing emergency medical care for each child. The provider shall ...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall report to the department within twenty-four hours: (a) A death or serious accident or illness requiring hospitalization of a ...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: Parents are notified immediately and asked to pick up their child; First aid is provided, and medical care s...


	5.3.5 Building and physical premises safety, including the identification of and protection from hazards, bodies of water, and vehicular traffic health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the identification of and protection from building and physical premises hazards for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2- 6 years: The child care shall ensure that the child care building, grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, and maintained to protect ...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family ages 0 to 12 years: The family child care must be clean and maintained to protect the health and safety of children. The family child care and outdoor play area must ...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that the residence, grounds, and equipment are located, cleaned, and maintained to protect the health and...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard:  Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall provide for a safe and sanitary environment while children are in care.
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall ensure that the school-age child care program's building, grounds, and equipment are loc...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the identification of and protection from bodies of water for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: An operator shall have policies that ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating in aquatic activities, ...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The child care shall have policies that ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating in aquatic activities, incl...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall have policies that ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating in aquatic activities, i...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall have policies which ensure the health and safety of children in care while participating...

	c. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the identification of and protection from vehicular traffic hazards for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The program shall ensure that exterior play areas in close proximity to busy streets and other unsafe areas are contained or fence...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that exterior play areas in close proximity to busy streets and other unsafe areas are contained or fenced or ...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: Shall provide proper care and protection for children in the provider's care.
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall provide for a safe and sanitary environment while children are in care.
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5-12 years: The operator shall ensure that exterior play areas in close proximity to busy streets and other unsafe areas ar...


	5.3.6 Prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma, and maltreatment health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the prevention of shaken baby syndrome and abusive head trauma and indicate the age of children it applies to for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years: Discipline-Punishment Prohibited: A staff member or any other adult in or at the child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch,  bite, roughly handle, st...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  Family ages 0 to 12 years: A staff member, household member, or any other adult in the family child care may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, str...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: A child may not be kicked, punched, spanked, shaken, pinched, bitten, roughly handled, struck, mechanically restrained, or physical...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to 12 years: An in-home provider may not kick, punch, spank, shake, pinch, bite, roughly handle, strike, mechanically restrain, or physically maltreat a child.
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:   Ages 5 to 12 years: A staff member, household member, or any other adult at the school-age child care program may not kick, pu...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the prevention of child maltreatment and indicate the age of children it applies to for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or any disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury, or neglect, or abuse, to any child ...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family Ages 0 to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or any disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotional injury, or neglect or abuse, t...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self Declaration Ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that discipline will be constructive or educational in nature and may include diversion, separation from ...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to12 years: Shall ensure that discipline is constructive or educational in nature and may include diversion, separation from the problem situation, talking with the child ...
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: Disregard of any of the following disciplinary rules or disciplinary measure resulting in physical or emotio...


	5.3.7 Emergency preparedness and response planning standard
	i. ☒ Evacuation
	ii. ☒ Relocation
	iii. ☒ Shelter-in-place
	iv. ☒ Lock down
	v. Staff emergency preparedness
	vi. Volunteer emergency preparedness
	vii. ☒ Communication with families
	viii. ☒ Reunification with families
	ix. ☒ Continuity of operations
	x. Accommodation of

	5.3.8 Handling and storage of hazardous materials and the appropriate disposal of biocontaminants health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the handling and storage of hazardous materials for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The program shall ensure that potential hazards, such as noncovered electrical outlets, guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsu...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that potential hazards, such as guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, noncovered e...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Potential hazards, such as guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated wires, medicines, noncovered electrical outlets, poisono...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall ensure that potential hazards, such as guns, household cleaning chemicals, uninsulated w...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the disposal of bio contaminants for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: The operator shall ensure that the garbage stored outside is kept away from areas used by children and is kept in containers with ...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that the garbage stored outside is kept away from areas used by children and is kept in containers with lids. ...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall ensure that soiled or wet diapers are stored in a sanitary, covered container separate from other garbage and wa...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall ensure that garbage stored outside is kept away from areas used by children and is kept ...


	5.3.9 Precautions in transporting children health and safety standard
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years: The operator shall establish a written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the child care center, if the child care center provides tra...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family ages 0 to 12 years: Prior to licensure, the provider shall establish a written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the family child care if th...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: When transportation is provided by a provider, children must be protected by adequate supervision, safety precautions, and liability i...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: The operator shall establish a written policy governing the transportation of children to and from the scho...

	5.3.10 Pediatric first aid and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address pediatric first aid for all staff for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard:  Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: All Staff members shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised acc...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard:  Family and Group ages 0-12 years: Be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised access to children in care, in pedia...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: The provider shall be currently certified in pediatric first aid by a program approved by the department.
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: All staff members shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member ha...

	b. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation for all staff for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center ages 0 to 12 years and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsupervised access to children und...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0-12 years: Each staff member who provides care shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member having unsuperv...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: The provider shall be currently certified in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external d...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years: All staff members shall be currently certified within ninety days of employment and prior to staff member h...


	5.3.11 Identification and reporting of child abuse and neglect health and safety standard
	a. Provide the standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the identification of child abuse and neglect for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 to age 12 and Preschool ages 2-6 years: Certify annual completion of the required minimum number of hours of department-approved training related to child care, including o...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group 0 to 12 years: Providers and Staff certify completion of the required minimum number of hours of department-approved training related to child care annually...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete a minimum of three hours of department-approved training annually, including one hour on safe sleep prior to provide...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: Ages 0 to 12 years: Shall complete one hour of department-approved training annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having unsupervised access to infants and one hour on...
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard: Ages 5 to 12 years: Certify annual completion of the required minimum number of hours of department-approved training related to...

	b. Provide your standards, appropriate to the provider setting and age of children, that address the reporting of child abuse and neglect for the following CCDF-eligible providers:
	i. All CCDF-eligible licensed center care. Provide the standard: Center Ages 0 to 12 years: The operator is responsible for compliance with the requirements set forth in this chapter and North Dakota Century Code chapter 50-11.1. The provider must hav...
	ii. All CCDF-eligible licensed family child care homes. Provide the standard: Family and Group ages 0 to 12 years: The provider, as a mandatory reporter, shall report any suspected child abuse or neglect as required by North Dakota Century Code sectio...
	iii. All CCDF-eligible licensed in-home care. Provide the standard: Click or tap here to enter text.
	iv. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt center care. Provide the standard: N/A
	v. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt family child care homes. Provide the standard: Self-Declaration ages 0-12 years: Shall report immediately, as a mandated reporter, suspected child abuse or neglect as required by North Dakota Century Code section 50...
	vi. All CCDF-eligible license-exempt in-home care. Provide the standard: N/A
	vii. All CCDF-eligible out-of-school programs (afterschool programs, summer camps, day camps, etc.). Provide the standard:  Ages 5 to 12 years old: The operator of a school-age child care program is responsible for compliance with the requirements set...

	c. Confirm if child care providers must comply with the Lead Agency’s procedures for reporting child abuse and neglect as required by the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a(b)(2)(B)(i):

	5.3.12 Additional optional standards

	5.4 Pre-Service or Orientation Training on Health and Safety Standards
	5.4.1 Health and safety pre-service/orientation training requirements
	m. If the Lead Agency does not certify implementation of all the health and safety pre-service/orientation training requirements for staff in programs serving children receiving CCDF assistance, please describe: Click or tap here to enter text.
	n. Are there any provider categories to whom the above pre-service or orientation training requirements do not apply?


	5.5 Monitoring and Enforcement of Licensing and Health and Safety Requirements
	5.5.1 Inspections for licensed CCDF providers
	a. Licensed CCDF center-based providers
	i. Does your pre-licensure inspection for licensed center-based providers assess compliance with health standards, safety standards, and fire standards?
	ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed center-based providers addressing compliance with health, safety, and fire standards:
	iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when monitoring licensed center-based providers?
	iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the inspections for licensed center-based providers. ND Department of Health and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.

	b. Licensed CCDF family child care providers
	i. Does your pre-licensure inspection for licensed family child care homes assess compliance with health standards, safety standards, and fire standards?
	ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed family child care homes addressing compliance with health, safety, and fire standards:
	iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when monitoring licensed family child care providers?
	iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the inspections for licensed family child care providers. ND Department of Health and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.

	c. Licensed in-home CCDF child care providers
	i. Does your Lead Agency license CCDF in-home child care (care in the child’s own home) providers?
	ii. Identify the frequency of annual unannounced inspections for licensed in-home child care providers for compliance with health, safety, and fire standards completed:
	iii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when monitoring licensed in-home child care providers?
	iv. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the inspections for licensed in-home providers. N/A


	5.5.2 Inspections for license-exempt providers
	a. License-exempt CCDF center-based child care providers
	i. Identify the frequency of inspections for compliance with health, safety, and fire standards for license-exempt center-based providers:
	ii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when monitoring license-exempt center-based providers?
	iii. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the inspections for license-exempt center-based CCDF providers. Click or tap here to enter text.

	b. License-exempt CCDF family child care providers
	i. Identify the frequency of the inspections of license-exempt family child care providers to determine compliance with health, safety, and fire standards:
	ii. Does the Lead Agency implement a differential monitoring approach when monitoring license-exempt family child care providers?
	iii. Identify which department or agency is responsible for completing the inspections for license-exempt family child care providers. ND Department of Health and Human Services Early Childhood Section Licensing Unit.


	5.5.3 Inspections for CCDF license-exempt in-home child care providers
	a. Describe the requirements for the annual monitoring of CCDF license-exempt in-home child care (care in the child’s own home) providers, including if monitoring is announced or unannounced, occurs more frequently than once per year, and if different...
	b. List the entity(ies) in your State/Territory responsible for conducting inspections of license-exempt CCDF in-home child care (care in the child’s own home) providers: N/A

	5.5.4 Posting monitoring and inspection reports
	a. Does the Lead Agency post:
	i. ​☒​ Pre-licensing inspection reports for licensed programs.
	ii. ☒​ Full monitoring and inspection reports that include areas of compliance and non-compliance for all non-relative providers eligible to provide CCDF services.
	iii. ☐​ Monitoring and inspection reports that include areas of non-compliance only, with information about all areas covered by a monitoring visit posted separately on the website (e.g., a blank checklist used by monitors) for all non-relative provid...

	b. Check if the monitoring and inspection reports and any related plain language summaries include:
	i. ​☒​ Date of inspection.
	ii. ​☒​ Health and safety violations, including those violations that resulted in fatalities or serious injuries occurring at the provider. Describe how these health and safety violations are prominently displayed: ​​ Non-compliances (violations) are ...
	iii. ​☒​ Corrective action plans taken by the Lead Agency and/or child care provider. Describe: ​​ Correction Orders are posted and include the non-compliance and method of correction required and completed by the provider.
	iv. ​☒​ A minimum of 3 years of results, where available.
	v. ​If any of the components above are not selected, please explain:​​ N/A

	c. Lead Agencies must post monitoring and inspection reports and/or any related summaries in a timely manner.
	i. Provide the direct URL/website link to where the reports are posted: ​​ https://stage.worklifesystems.com/parent/40
	ii. Identify the Lead Agency’s established timeline for posting monitoring reports and describe how it is timely: ​​ Monitoring reports are created within the child care licensing system. An export file is system-generated weekly and placed on the Wor...

	d. Does the Lead Agency certify that the monitoring and inspection reports or the summaries are in plain language that is understandable to parents and other consumers?
	e. Does the Lead Agency certify that there is a process for correcting inaccuracies in the monitoring and inspection reports?
	f. Does the Lead Agency maintain monitoring and inspection reports on the consumer education website?

	5.5.5 Qualifications and training of licensing inspectors
	5.5.6 Ratio of licensing inspectors

	5.6 Ongoing Health and Safety Training
	5.6.1 Required ongoing training of health and safety standards
	a. Licensed child care centers:  Centers: Directors, teachers, and staff shall complete training related to child care, including one hour on safe sleep prior to caring for infants and annually thereafter, and one hour annually on mandated reporter of...
	b. License-exempt child care centers: N/A
	c. Licensed family child care homes:  Family and Group: The provider and staff members shall certify annual completion of one hour of department-approved mandated reporter of suspected child abuse or neglect training. They must also certify completion...
	d. License-exempt family child care homes: Self-Declaration: Shall be currently certified in infant and pediatric cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator by the American heart association, the American red cros...
	e. Regulated or registered in-home child care: The provider shall complete one hour of department-approved training annually on safe sleep prior to in-home provider having unsupervised access to infants and one hour on mandated reporter of suspected c...
	f. Non-regulated or registered in-home child care: N/A


	5.7 Comprehensive Background Checks
	5.7.1 In-state criminal history check with fingerprints
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state criminal history background checks with fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF partici...
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state criminal history background checks with fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exemp...
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the in-state criminal background check with fingerprints for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.2 National Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) criminal history check with fingerprints
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct FBI criminal history background checks with fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation?
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct FBI criminal history background checks with fingerprints for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt pro...
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the FBI criminal background check with fingerprints for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.3 National Crime Information Center (NCIC) National Sex Offender Registry (NSOR) name-based check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation?
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct NCIC NSOR name-based background checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the NCIC NSOR name-based background check for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.4 In-state sex offender registry (SOR) check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state SOR checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation?
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct in-state SOR background checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the in-state SOR background check for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.5 In-state child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct CAN registry checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation?
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct CAN registry checks for all child care staff members (including prospective staff members) of all other child care providers eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the CAN registry check for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.6 Interstate criminal history check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless o...
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate criminal history background checks for all individuals age 18 or older who reside in a family child care home and resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years.

	5.7.7 Interstate Sex Offender Registry (SOR) check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate SOR checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF participation?
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate SOR checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the interstate SOR checks for all individuals age 18 or older who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.8 Interstate child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check
	a. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate CAN registry checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) that resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years of licensed, regulated, or registered child care providers, regardless of CCDF partici...
	b. Does the Lead Agency conduct interstate CAN registry checks for any staff member (or prospective staff member) who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years eligible for CCDF participation (i.e., license-exempt providers)?
	c. Does the Lead Agency conduct the interstate CAN registry checks for all individuals age 18 or older who resided in other state(s) in the past 5 years who reside in a family child care home?

	5.7.9 Disqualifications for child care employment
	a. Does the Lead Agency disqualify the employment of child care staff members (including prospective staff members) by child care providers receiving CCDF subsidy payment for CCDF-identified disqualifying criteria?
	b. Does the Lead Agency use the same criteria for licensed, regulated, and registered child care providers regardless of CCDF participation?
	c. How does the Lead Agency use results from the in-state child abuse and neglect registry check?
	d. How does the Lead Agency use results from the interstate child abuse and neglect registry check?

	5.7.10 Privacy
	5.7.11 Appeals processes for background checks
	i. Provide the affected individual with information related to each disqualifying crime in a report, along with information/notice on the opportunity to appeal.
	ii. Provide the affected individual with clear instructions about how to complete the appeals process for each background check component if they wish to challenge the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in such individual’s backgrou...
	iii. Ensure the Lead Agency attempts to verify the accuracy of the information challenged by the individual, including making an effort to locate any missing disposition information related to the disqualifying crime.
	iv. Get completed in a timely manner.
	v. Ensure the affected individual receives written notice of the decision. In the case of a negative determination, the decision must indicate (1) the Lead Agency’s efforts to verify the accuracy of information challenged by the individual, (2) any ad...
	vi. Facilitate coordination between the Lead Agency and other agencies in charge of background check information and results (such as the Child Welfare office and the State Identification Bureau), to ensure the appeals process is conducted in accordan...

	5.7.12 Provisional hiring of prospective staff members
	a. FBI criminal background check.
	b. In-state criminal background check with fingerprints.
	c. In-state Sex Offender Registry.
	d. In-state child abuse and neglect registry.
	e. Name-based national Sex Offender Registry (NCIC NSOR).
	f. Interstate criminal background check, as applicable.
	g. Interstate Sex Offender Registry check, as applicable.
	h. Interstate child abuse and neglect registry check, as applicable.
	i. Does the Lead Agency require provisional hires to be supervised by a staff member who received a qualifying result on the comprehensive background check while awaiting results from the provisional hire’s full comprehensive background check?

	5.7.13 Completing the criminal background check within a 45-day timeframe
	a. Does the Lead Agency ensure background checks are completed within 45 days (after the date on which the provider submits the request)?
	b. Does the Lead Agency ensure child care staff receive a comprehensive background check when they work in your State but reside in a different State?

	5.7.14 Responses to interstate background check requests
	a. Does your State participate in the National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact or National Fingerprint File programs?
	b. Describe how the State/Territory responds to interstate criminal history, Sex Offender Registry, and Child Abuse and Neglect Registry background check requests from another state. The Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) is the state’s central re...
	c. Does your State/Territory have a law or policy that prevents a response to CCDF interstate background check requests from other States/Territories/Tribes?

	5.7.15 Consumer education website links to interstate background check processes
	a. Provide the direct URL/website link that contains instructions on how child care providers and other States and Territories should initiate background check requests for prospective and current child care staff members: Click or tap here to enter t...
	b. Interstate criminal background check:
	i. ☒ Agency name
	ii. ☒ Address
	iii. ☒ Phone number
	iv. ☒ Email
	v. ☒ Website
	vi. ☒ Instructions
	vii. ☒ Forms
	viii. ☒ Fees
	ix. ☒ Is the State a National Fingerprint File (NFF) State?
	x. ☒ Is the State a National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact State?
	xi. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

	c. Interstate sex offender registry (SOR) check:
	i. ☒ Agency name
	ii. ☒ Address
	iii. ☒ Phone number
	iv. ☒ Email
	v. ☒ Website
	vi. ☒ Instructions
	vii. ☒ Forms
	viii. ☒ Fees
	ix. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text.

	d. Interstate child abuse and neglect (CAN) registry check:
	i. ☒ Agency name
	ii. ☒ Is the CAN check conducted through a county administered registry or centralized registry?
	iii. ☒ Address
	iv. ☒ Phone number
	v. ☒ Email
	vi. ☒ Website
	vii. ☒ Instructions
	viii. ☒ Forms
	ix. ☒ Fees
	x. If not all boxes above are checked, describe: Click or tap here to enter text.


	5.7.16 Background check fees
	5.7.17 Renewal of the comprehensive background check Renewal of comprehensive background check

	5.8 Exemptions for Relative Providers
	5.8.1 Exemptions for relative providers


	a. Prevention and control of infectious diseases (including immunizations)
	b. SIDS prevention and use of safe sleep practices
	c. Administration of medication
	d. Prevention and response to food and allergic reactions
	e. Building and physical premises safety, including identification of and protection from hazards, bodies of water, and vehicular traffic
	f. Prevention of shaken baby syndrome, abusive head trauma and child maltreatment
	g. Emergency preparedness and response planning and procedures
	h. Handling and storage of hazardous materials and disposal of biocontaminants
	i. Appropriate Precautions in transporting children, if applicable
	j. Pediatric first aid and pediatric CPR (age-appropriate)
	k. Child abuse and neglect recognition and reporting
	l. Child development including major domains of cognitive, social, emotional, physical development and approaches to learning.

